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The ARGUMENT. 

Man's ful is belswed of God her Father ; and yet ſhe ts 
tempted by the Devil by three means, at three ſeveral 
ages in this life. If ſhe reſiſt and overcome the ſame, ſhe 
is adapted to the fruition of Heaven with Chriſt. 


: The Firft Hiſtory; 
J Ometime there dwelt in Rome a mighty emperor 
which had a daughter, named Atalanta, whom 
diverſe lords, and many noble knights deſired to have 
to wife. This Atlanta was ſwift of foot ; wherefore 
a law was made, that no man ſhould have her to wife, 
except he could take her by ſwiftneſs of feet. Many 
came to run with her, but could not overtake her. 
At laſt a Knight named Peomis ſaid to her father, if 
it pleaſe you to give me your daughter to wife, I will 
run with her. Then ſaid her father, there is a law 
made, that-whoſoever will have her ro wife, muſt run 
with her; and if he overtake her not,, he ſhall loſe 
his head. 

When the emperor told him the peril in the win- 
ning of her, the Knight provided him three balls of 
gold, and when they had begun to run, the young 
lady over run him; then the Knight threw forth the 
firſt ball of gold, the damſel ſtooped and took it up, 
and in the mean while the Knight got before her, but 
when ſhe perceived it, ſhe ran ſo faſt that ſne got be- 
fore him again; and then he threw the ſecond ball of 
god, and ſhe ſtooping he Knight got before her a- 
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gain, which ſhe ſeeing, ran ſo faſt, that ſhe ſoon had 
him at an advantage, and was before him again: now 
by that time they were nigh the mark, the knight threw 
forth the third ball, and while ſhe was taking it up, 
the Knighc got before her, and was firſt at the mark, 
and thus ſhe was won. | 

The MORATI. 

By this emperor is underſtood God, and by the 
Jamfel the foul of man, whom many devils deceive, 
but ſhe withſtandeth and overcometh them: and when 
he hath done his worſt, he caſts three balls of gold 
before her, in the three ages of man: In youth the 
ball of lechery, or the deſire of the fleſh ; neverthe- 
Icis, man overcometh the devil by repentance and a- 
mendment of life. The ſecond is the ball of pride, 
which the devil caſteth to man in his manhood, but 
this ball man oftentimes overcometh, as he did the 
firſt ; but let him beware of the third ball, which is 
covetoulneſs, that the devil caſteth to man in his old 
age; for except a man may overcome this ball with 
the other two, he ſhall loſe his honour, that is to ſay, 
the kingdom of heaven. For when a man burneth in 
covetonineſs, he thinketh not of ſpiritual riches, nor 
of prayers, nor of well doing, and thus loſeth he his 
heritage: Unto the which our Lord Jeſus bring us all. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

As Gad allitteth divers men, divers callings in this world, 
fo ts every man try'd by the rule of life and dectrine, 
ꝛbhelher his practice agree «with his profeſſion, wherein 
if he hold himfelf content, fer ſuch a fon the heavenly 

. Father hath planted a tree of heavenly treaſure in the 
life that ſball be everlaſting. | 

The ſecond Hiſtory 
HERE reigned ſometime in Rome an emperor 
named Aaſeln, who bare in his arms a ſhield 
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of ſilver with five red roſes. This emperor had three 
ſons: He had alſo continual war with the King of 
Egypt, in which war he loſt all he had except a pre- 
cious tree. It fortuned that he gave battle to the ſame 
King of Egypt, wherein he was grievouſly wounded, 
nevertheleſs he obtained the victory; wherefore while 
he lay at the point of death, he called unto him his 
eldeſt fon, and fnid, my dear fon, all my riches are 
ſpent, and nothing is left, but a precious tree ſtandin 


in the midſt of mine empire; I give to thee all that is 


under the earth and above the earth, of the ſawe tree. 
Father, quoth he, I thank you much. 

Then ſaid the emperor, call to me my ſecond ſon. 
When he came, the emperor ſaid, My dear fon, I 
have ſpent all my goods, except a tree which ſtandeth 
in the midſt of mine empire, of which tree I bequeath 
to thee all that is great and Imall. Then anſwered he, 
Father, I thank you much. 

Then ſaid the emperor, call to me my third ſon, and 
when he was come, the emperor ſaid, my dear fon, I 
muſt die of theſe wounds, and I have only a precious 
tree, of which I have given thy brethren their portion, 


and to thee I bequeath thy portion, thou fhall have 


of the ſaid tree all that is wet and dry; then ſaid his 
ſon, Father, I thank you. 

Soon after the emperor died, and the eldeſt fon 
took poſſe on of the tree, the ſecond ſon came to him, 
ſaying, my brother by what law occupy you this tree? 
quoth he, I occupy it by this title, my father gave me 
all that is under and above the earth, of the ſaid tree, 


therefore the tree is mine. Quoth the ſecond brother, 


he gave me all that is great and ſmall of the (aid tree, 


and therefore I have as much right as you. The third 


ſon came to the and faid, I have as much right in 
this tree, for he gave me of the ſaid tree all that is wet 
and dry, therefore the tree is mine; but my counſel is 


that we be judged by reaſon ; here beſidę dwelleth a 


King fall of reaſon, thercfore let us go to him, and 
" each of us Jay his right before him, and let us ſtand to 
his judgement. 'Then they went unto the King of rea- 
ſon, and each of them ſeverally ſhewed forth his right. 
When the King had heard their titles he reheart-d 
them again ſeverally. Then he returned unto the eldeſt 
brother, ſaying, if you liſt to abide the judgement of 
right, it bchoveth you to be letten blood in the right 
arm. Then the King comanded him to be let blood. 
Then the King ſaid unto them, my dear friends where 
is your father buried? They anſwered, my Lord in 
ſuch a place; the King commanded to dig for the body 
and to take a bone out of his breaſt, and the King 
commanded that the bone ſhould be laid in the blood 
of the eldeſt brother, till it had received kindly the 
blood, and then laid in the ſun and dried, and after 
waſht with clear water. But when they began to waſh, 
the blood vaniſhed away. Then the King ſaid to the 
ſecond ſon, It behoveth that thou be letten blood alſo, 
And he was done unto like as his brother was. And 
when they began to waſh the bone, the blood vaniſhed 
away. Then ſaid the King to the third ſon, It beho. 
veth thee to be letten blood likewiſe; when the younger 
brother was letten b'ood, and done unto as his brethren 
were, then the Kings ſervants began to waſh the bone, 
but neither for waſhing, nor rubbing might they do 
away the blood, but it ever appear'd bloody. When 
the King ſaw this, he ſaid, that this blood is of the 
nature of the bone : thou art his true ſon, and theſe 
other two be baſtards : I judge thee the tree. 
The MORAL. 


Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth Chriſt, by 


theſe five roſes, we underſtand his five wounds, ar.d by 
this King of Egypt we underſtand the Devil, by whom 
he was ſlain for mankind. Nevertheleſs before his 
death he made his Teſtament to his three ſons. 


By the firſt, to whom he gave all under the earth and 
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above the earth, we underſtand the mighty men in this 
world, who ſeek to magnify themſelves. By the ſecond 
ſon, to whom he gave all of the tree that was great and 
{mal}, we underſtand worldly wiſe men, which attempt 
to win or loſe all. By the third fon, to whom he gave all 
that was wet and dry of the tree, we underſtand every 
good chriſtian prince, nobleman, magiſtrate or meaner 
perfon, which laboureth truly to do good unto all men; 
this tree is the tree of paradiſe, that is everlaſting joy. 
'This every man obtaineth nor, therefore it behoveth 
them to go to the King of reaſon, that is unto God. By 
this bone we ſhall underſtand faith in Chriſt's merits, 
and good works, yet being waſht with the water of 
ſwelling pride, malice, envy, then the faith in Chriſt's 
merits, and the ſap of good works, vaniſheth away. But 
the third ſon, be he magiſtrate or mean perſon, the bone 
of ſuch a perſon is ever firm of faith. From ſuch a 
man's bone the blood of lively fruits will never be 
waſhed away: but the more it is tryed the better it is. 
And therefore he that deſireth to obtain the joys of 
heaven, muſt abide in the profeſſion and practice of 
good life and manners, and he ſhall obtain the tree of 
paradiſe. Unto which he bring us, which liveth and 
reigneth for ever. Amen. | 
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The ARGUMENT. 

God fo loved finful man, that he ſeit his cnly beggotten Son 
- to redeem” him out of the captivity of the world, to reſt 
avith him in the joys of heaven, 

The Third Hiſtory. 

N Rome there dwelt an emperor, named Niocleſi- 
an who loved charity, wherefore he defired to 
know what fowl lov'd tl. ir young beſt, that he might 
thereby grow to more perfect charity. Once the em- 


peror rode to a foreſt, where he found the neſt of a 


ro 

great bird called an oſtrich, with her young, which 
young bird the emperor took and cloſed in a veſſel of 
glaſs. The dam followed to the palace, and flew to the 
hall where her young one was. But when ſhe ſaw that 


ſhe could not get her ont, ſhe returned again to the 


foreſt, and abode there three days, and came again 
bearing in her mouth a worm called Thumare : and 
let the worm fall upon the glaſs, by virtue of which 
the glaſs brake, and the young one flew forth. When 
the emperor faw this, he praiſed much the dam, which 
laboured fo to deliver her young one. 

The MOR AL. 

This emperor is the Father of heaven, which great- 
iy loveth them that live in love and charity. This little 
bird was Adam which was exiled out of paradife. This 
hearing the dam, that is Chriſt, he deſcended from 
heaven to the World, and lived three days, bearing 
with him a worm, that is his manhood, according to 
the Pſalmiſt, F am a worm and no man. Of whoſe 
blood, the veſſel eternal was broken, and the bird 
went out, that is, Adam went forth with the Son of 
God, and flew to heaven, 
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| The ARGUMENT. 

An andefiled foul is the daughter of God, fo dear unto him, 
that he beflows her not upon the rich man, but upon the 
poor man that liveth in his fear; which if ſhe tranſgreſs, 
then ſeeketh the for recovery by amendment of life ; ſuch 
a ſoul ſhall be eſpouſed to Chrift, and live with him ever- 


lajlingly. 
| The fourth Hiſtory. 
HERE reigned in Rome a worthy emperor, 
Which had a fair daughter; this emperor be- 


thought to whom he might give her in marriage, ſay- 


ing, if I give my daughter to a rich fool, then is ſhe 


| $9: | 
loſt : but if I give her to a poor wiſe man, then may 
he get his living by his wiſdom. | 

'There was in Rome a philoſopher named Socrates, 
poor, but wiſe, which ſaid to the emperor, ye have a 
daughter whom I deſire above all things. The emperor 
ſaid, my friend, I ſhall give thee my daughter on this 
condition, that if (he die after ſhe is eſpouſed to thee, 
thou ſhalt loſe thy head. Then ſaid Socrates, upon this 
condition I take her: Socrates led home his wife, and 
they lived in peace a long time; but at laſt ſhe ſickened 
to death. Then Socrates ſaid, what ſhall I do, if the 
emperor's daughter ſhould die? And for ſorrow he 
wept bitter iy. While he wept, there came an aged man 
and aſked him why he mourned ? he anſwered, I e- 
{pouſed the emperor's daughter, upon this condition, 
that if ſhe died in my fellowſhip, I ſhould loſe my life, 
now is ſhe ſick to death almoſt, and therefore I mourn, 

Then ſaid the old man, in this foreſt be three herbs, 
if you make a drink of the firſt for your wife, and of 
the other two a plaiſter, and if ye uſe this in due time, 
ſhe (hall recover. And when his wife had ufed a while 
tnat medicinal drink and plaiſter, within a ſhort time 
ſhe was perfectly whole. And when the emperor 
hcard that, he promoted him to great honour. 

The MOR AL. | 

Dear fricuds, the emperor is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
his daughter is the ſou]. This ſoul God would not 
give to a rich man, but to a poor. a 

This Socrates is a poor man: and why every man 
cometh poor and naked into this world; and every 
man taketh his foul on ſuch condition, that if ſhe die 
in his fellowſhip, by ſin, be ſhall loſe his life. 'There- 
tore, O man, if thy foul ſicken, do as Socrates did, go 
unto the foreſt, that is the church of Chiiſt, and there 
the preachers ſhall miniſter unto thee three herbs, 
the firſt is acknowledging of fin, the ſecond repent- 
ance, and the third is newack of life. If theſe herbs 
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be uſed, the ſinner ſhall receive his health, and ſhall 


have everlaſting life. Unto the which bring us our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


The ARGUMENT. 

Dany fooliſh idiots of the aworld, avho_ flow in worldly 
wealth, are by the preachers of God's word admoniſbed 
of their momentary felicities, and in beſlowing well their 
time here, io enjiy everlaſting felicity in the aworld to come. 

The fifth Hiſtory. 
OMETIME there reigned in Rome a wiſe emperor, 
named Frederick, who had one only ſon: when 
he lay at the point of death, he called unto him his 
ſon, and ſaid, Dear fon, I have a ball of gold, which 

I charge thee after my death, to give to the verieſt 

fool thou can find. After the death of his father, 

he ſought many pealms, and found many fools, at aſt 
he came to a realm where the law was, that every 
year a new king was choſen, and at the year's end he 
was exiled into an iſland where he finiſhed his life in 
miſery. At that time the new king was choſen, and 
was brought to his regal ſeat with much honour. And 
when the emperor's fon ſaw that, he ſaluted him reve- 
rently, ſaying, lo, I give you this ball of gold; for 


my father charged me on his death bed, that I ſhould 


give this ball to the greateſt fool I could find. I have 
found many fools, but none more than you, for thou 
knoweſt, that at the year's end thou ſhalt be exiled, 
and die a miſerable death, wherefore I hold thee for 
the greateſt fool that ever I found, foraſmuch as for 
the lordſhip of a year, thou wilt ſo wilfully loſe thy- 
ſelf, and therefore I give thee this ball. Then ſaid 
the king, thou ſayeſt truly, and therefore L will ſend 
before me great treaſure, wherewith I may ſuſtain my- 
ſelf when I am put down; and fo this was done, and 
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when he was exiled, he lived in peace and quietneſs, 
and died a good death, 
The MORAL. | 

Dear friends, this emperor is the father of Heaven, 
the which bequeathed the ball, that is wordly riches, 
to thole that ſavour what is earthly. This emperor's 
ſon is a preacher that travelleth about to ſhew men 
their peril. The realm wherein no king might reign 
bat a year is the world ; for whoſo liveth an hundred 
years, when he dieth he (hall ſeem only to have lived 
one year, therefore ſend before. you your treaſure, 
faith in Chriſt, and the fruits proceeding from the 
ſame ; that when we be exiled out of this world, we 
ſhall-obtain eternal life. Unto which bring us, he that 
for us ſhed his precious blood. 
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The ARGUMENT. | 
T he men of this aworld are hereby advertiſed of their greedy 
gripping after the temptations of the devil, till death 
cometh, and then they fall into the horrible pit due to 


their deſerts. | 
The ſixth Hiſtory, | 

IOCLESTAN reigned in the city of Rome, where 
dwelt a Philoſopher, who ſet up an image 
which ſtretched out his arm and his finger with this 
poley written in Latin percute hic, ſtrike here. This 
image after the death of the Philoſopher, ſtood a long 
time, and many read the ſuperſcription, but none 
underſtood it. At laſt came one from a far country, 
and read the ſuperſcription; and then when he ſaw 
the ſhadow of the hand, he broke up the ground 
under the hand, where the ſhadow was, and he 
found an houſe of arble below ground, wherein he 
found' much riches, and many jewels, and at laſt he 
ſaw a table ready covered, and a carbuncle in the hall 


that lighted all the houſe, and on the other ſide a man 
holding a bow in his hand, and an arrow ready to 
ſhoot. The man marvelled, and thought with him- 
ſelf, if that I tell this, there will no man believe me, 
and therefore I will take ſome ſomewhat in token 
thereof. And with that he faw a knife of gold upon 
the table, which he took, but then the archer ſmote 
the carbuncle, and brake it, whereby the whole houfe 
was made dark ; and then he wept bitterly, for he 
knew no way to get out, aud ſo he loſt his life there 
in that darkneſs- 
The MOR AL. 

Dear friends, this image betokens the devil, which 
ſaith evermore, ſtrike here, that is, ſcek after wordly 
riches. This man that digged betokens the worldiy 
wiſe, that be ever ſmiting, ſo that they may get the va- 
nities of the world; and they had great wonders, that 
is, they figd therein the delights of this world: the 
Carbuncle is the youth of man, in which men take 
pleaſure in worldly riches. The archer is death which 
ſmitteth the carbuncle; that is the youth, and power 
of man. Therefore ſtudy we to flee the world, and 


then ſhall we win everlaſting life, unto which Chriſt 


bring us all, Amen. 
SOISDSIESS sss 


The ARGUMENT. 

We are here put in mind, that as the devil befiegeth the 
world, our champion Chrifl Jeſus is ready to take up our 
quarrel, awhs ſaving us from Satan, is yet accuſed for us 
as a trunſgreſſar, and ſuffered death far our juſtification. 

The ſeventh Hiſtory. 
N Rome dwelt an emperor Titus, who ordained, 
that what knight died in his. empire, - ſhould be 
buried in his armour, and whoſoever preſumed to 
ſpoil any dead knight of his armour, ſhould die. After 
13 
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2 few years, a city of the empire was beſieged, and 
was in danger, for they could not defend themſelves. 
But at laſt there came to the city a young valiant 


knight, and the men of the city -cried to him, We 


beſecch thee to help vs now, for you may ſee this city 
is like to he loſt. Then he anſwered and faid, Sirs, 
ye ſee I have no armour. A man of the city ſaid to 
him, a valiant knight is buried within this city, and if 
it_pleaſe you to take his armour, you may deliver us 
from peril, . 

The knight hearing this, went to the grave and 
arrayed himſcif with the armour, and delivered the 
city. Which done, he laid the armour again into the 
grave. But ſome men of the city envy'd him, and ac- 
cuſed him to the judge, ſaying, a law was made, that 
whoſvever defpoiled any dead knight of his armour, 
ſhould die. This knight took a dead knight's armour 
therefore the jndge made the knight to be taken. But 
the knight antwered and ſaid, it is written in the law, 
that of two harms the leaſt is to be choſen. The city 
was in peril, and had J not taken this armour, I had 
neither ſaved you nor this city; therefore you ought 
rather to honour me than reprove me; he that ſteal- 
eth and robbeth, purpoſeth not to reſtore the thing 
which he ſtealeth, but though I took the armour of 
the dead knight, for your defence, when I-had ob- 
tained the victory, I bare it again to the ſame place, 
and put it on the dead knight, whoſe it is by the law. 

Then faid the juſtice, a thief that breaketh a houſe, 
altho' he bring again that he hath taken, I afk of thee 
if that the breaking of the houſe be lawful or not; 
The knight an{wered, when it was made in a feeble 
place, it would cauſe the maſter make his wall ſtrong- 
er, that the thieves after break not by force the walls 
ſo lightly. | | i | | 
Then ſaid the judge, If che breaking of the horſe 


| be good, ncvertheleſs violence is done to the Lord of 
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the houſe; and ſo tho? thou didſt reſtore the armour, 
nevertheleſs thou didſt wrong in taking away of his 
armour. The koight ſaid, I have told you that of 
two harms the leaſt is to be choſen. For if an houſe 
were on fire, it were beiter that three or four houſes 


thereby ſhould be thrown to the ground, than all the 


city ſhould be burned, fo if the armour of the dead 
knight had not been taken, the city had becu loſt. 

When the judge heard that he anſwered fo well, 
he would give no judgment againſt him. But the ac- 
cuſers flew the knight wickedly; for whoſe death 
there was great weeping, and his body was honour- 
ably buried. 

The MOR AL. 


Dear friends, this emperor is the Father of heaven, 


and this city is the world, which is beſieged of the de- 
vil and fin, and the city was in peril. This young night 
is ouc Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who had not the armour of 
humanity, tili he went to the grave, that is the womb 
of the virgin Mary, and thus in the womb of the vir- 
gin he took the armour of the dead knight, that is the 
manhood of Adam, and ſaved the world and mankind, 
by his croſs, and put the armour again into the grave, 
when his bleſſed body was buried, but the citizens 
envied him, that is; the Jews accuſed him to Pilate, 
ſaying, If thou ſuffer him thus, thou art not Cæſar's 
friend, we have alaw, and after that law he ought to 
die, John xix. 12. And thus our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
was condemned to the death of the croſs, and after 
aſcended up to heaven. 
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| The ARGUMENT 
The Fornication of awicked men is here detected, by the pro- 
vidlence of God; the ſinner is delimered out of the thrals 
dom of fin, unto the liberty of life everlaſting. 
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The eighth Hiſtory. 


Here reigned in Rome an emperor, named Bre- 

old, who ordained that a woman taken in adul- 

tery, her huſband being alive, ſhould be caſt into per- 
petual priſon. A Knight's lady committed adultery, 
her huſband being alive, and was with child, therefore 
ſhe was put in priſon, where ſhe was delivered of a 


ſon. The child grew up till he was ſeven years old, 


and his mother daily wept bitterly ; and the child ſaid, 
mother, why weep ye thus? Thea ſaid his mother, O 
my fon I have great cauſe to mouru apd thou alſo, for 


above our heads are people walking, and the ſun ſhin- 


eth in clearneſs, and we be here in ſuch darkneſs, 
that I can ncither [ce thee nor thou me; Then faid the 
ſon, ſuck joy I never ſaw, for I was born here, there- 
fore if I had meat and drink enough; I would live here 
all my life, therefore mother be chearful. This la- 
mentation the emperor's ſteward heard, whercforFhe 
went to the emperor and beſought him, that the mo- 
ther and the ſon might be delivered out of priſon. The 
emperor granted it, but ſaid, if tñey treſpaſſed in time 
to come, they ſhould be puniſhed with double pain, 
And after that ſhe was delivered the lived joytully. 
The MOR AE. 

Dear friends, this emperor is God, that made this 
Law, that what ſoul eſpouſed tothe Lord, committeth 
adultery, that is, doth worſhip ſtrange gods, ſhould be 
caſt into the priſon of hell; her ſon that deſired only 
meat and drink, are the wealthy, that ſay to the preach 
ers, while we have the goods of this world, we deſire 
no other heaven. The fleward is the Lord Tefas, who 
beſought the Father of heaven, that we might be de- 


livered from the priſon of ſin, and ſo come td everlaſt- 
ing life, vuto which he bring us all, Amen. 
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The. ARGUMENT. 

Chrift proclaimeth the fraſi of heaven, whereunts the lame 
or preachers, having fight, or knowledge in God's word, 
are ſupported by !he Lay and each comforting other 
 thereunto, they appraach unto the feaſt of perpetual feli- 
ey, 

wu The nioch Hiſtory 
N Rame dwclt a mercifal emperor, named Pom- 
pey, who proclaimed a great feaſt, and that poor 
and rich ſhould come to the feaſt, and ſhould not on- 
ly be well fed, but alſo have great gifts. 

There were two poor men lying by the way, the 
one lame and the other blind. Alas, ſaid they, how 
ſhall we do? for I am blind, and thou art lame; then 
ſaid the lame man, I am lame and fceble, nevertheleſs 
I can ſee, but thou art blind and ſtrong; take me upon 
thy back and bear me; and I ſhall direct thee the right 
way, and fo they both came to the feaſt, and receiv- 
ed great rewards; aud after ended their lives in peace. 
| The MOR AL. 

Dear friends, this emperor is our Saviour, that pro- 
claimed a feaſt, that is the joys of heaven, unto all 
mankind. This lame man betokeneth the miniſters 
who live by the providence of God: And this blind 
man betokeaeth the lay-men, who know not the right 
way to heaven. It behoveth the blind wan, that is 
the lay-man, to ſuſtain the miniſters of the goſpel, and 
the miniſters are bound to teach us in the way to hea- 
ven. Unto which God bring us all, Amen. 
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"The. ARGUME NT. 
"Heaven = hell are here compared to taus cities. To hea- 
ven a narrow, croked, and painful way ; having three 


enemies, the devil, the world and the fleſh, Ta hell is 
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@ fair way, broad, plain, and eaſy, having three guides: 
that is, pride of life, covetouſneſs of the eyes, and cancu- 
piſcence of the fleſh. 
The tenth Hiſtory. 
Ometime in Rome dwelt a wife emperor, named 
Folliculus, who built a noble city, wherein he put 
all his treaſure. Upon this city the way was ſtony, 
full of brambles and thorns ; and three knights fought 
with them that would come to that city. "Therefore 
the emperor ordained, that whoſoever overcame them 
ſhould have his will of the treaſure. After that, this 
cmperor did make another city, wherein he ordained 
all manner of pain, ſorrow, and tormenting, to which 
was a way very delectable, full of roſes and fair lilies, 
and three knights ever waiting if any man came to- 


wards the city, to ſerve him with delicates and provi- 


ſion. But if any man eatered, the people bound him 
hand and foot, and caſt him into priſon. 

When this was cry'd through all the empire, there 
were two knights, Jonathas a wile man, and Pirrhus 
a fool; Jonathas ſaid to Pirrhus, the emperor hath 
made a city in the eaſt, wherein he put his treaſure, 
therefore let us go thither. Then ſaid Pirrhus, thy 
counſel is good, let us go. The wiſe knight ſaid, if 
it be ſo, I pray thee that friendſhip may continue be- 
tween us; and in token of love, thou ſhalt drink my 
blood, and I will driak thine, and neither of us leave 
other in his journey, wherefore they were beth let 
blood,” and each of them drank others blood. Then 
they went on their journey; and came to the place 
where were the two ways, one ſharp and ſtony, and 
full of thorns, the other fair and plain. Then ſaid the 
wiſe knight, here are two ways, one ſharp and thorny; 
nevertheleſs if we go this way we ſhall come to the rich 
city. Then ſaid the fooliſh knight, I will rather be- 
lieve mine eyes than your words, I ſee that here is a 


hard way and full of thorns, and there be three cham- 
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pions armed, to fight againſt all men that go that way, 
therefore l will go this other way, plain and eaſy to 
walk in, where there are three knights ready to give 
us all things delightful. Then ſaid the wile knight, it 
we go by that way, we ſhall be led into the city of the 
north, wherein there is perpetual pain and forrow, 
and where we (hall be caſt into priſon. Said the fooliſh 
knight, that is the ready way, and as I believe more 
profitable than the other. Then went they the fair 
way, and three knights met with them and gave them 
all manner of things 3 ; and when they were within the 
city, the Emperos 's officers ſaid, why came ye hither 
ſiace ye knew the Jaw of this city is ſo cruel? So they 
took the wiſe knight, and put him into priſon, .and 
took the fooliſh knight and bound him and caſt him 
ioto a ditch. Soon after the judge came to the city, to 


- give judgment on them that had treſpaſſed the law, 


and among the priſoners were theſe two knights. 
Then ſaid the wiſe knight to the judge, My revcrend 
Lord, I complain of my fellow: for when we two 
came to the two ways, I told him all the peril of this, 
and the reward of that cther city, but he ſaid to me, 
I will believe mine own eyes better than thy words, 
and becauſe he was my fellow I would not let him go 
alone; and therefore he is the caufe of my death. 
Then ſaid the fooliſh knight, No, he is the cauſe of my 
death; for he ſhould not have followed my folly, for 
if he had forſaken this way, I ſhould have followed 
him. Then faid the judge to the wile knight, becauſe 
that thou with all thy wiſdom followedſt the will of 
the fool, and thou fool beeauſe thou didſt reject the 
counſel of the wiſe; ye ſhall be both hanged. Where» 
fore al! men praiſed the judge for his judgment. 
The MOR AL. 

Dear friends, this emperor is Almighty God, and in 
the eaſt is the city of heaven, wherein is treaſure infi- 
nite; and unt this city is the way of repentance, bard 


| 


Drs Dt a 1 


4 
1 


. . 


21 
and ſtrait, according to the holy .ſcriptures, It is a 
ſtrait way that leadeth to everlaſting life. In this way 
are three armed knights, that is the devil, the world, 
and the fleſh, with whom it behoveth ns to fight, before 
we may come to heaven : the ſecond city that is in the 
North, is hell, to this city the way is plain and broad: 
the three knights that give to every man going this 
way what thing them pleaſeth, are theſe, pride of life, 
covetouſneſs and concupiſcenceg in which three the 
wretahed man greatly deiighteth, and at the Jaſt they 
lead him to hell: this wiſe knight is the ſou], and the 
fooliſh knight is the fleſh, which is always ready to do 


evil: theſe two drank others blood; that is, they 


ſhall drink of one cup either of joy or pain, 
The ſoul chooſeth the way of repentance, but the 


fleſh goeth on in the delights of this world. And thus 
the ſoul after death is caſt into hell, and the fazſh is. 


caſt into the ditch, that is, into the grave. But when 
Chriſt cometh to judge all mankind, then the ſou) ſhall 
complain upon the fleſh, and the fleſh upon the ſoul 
but then the judge ſhall condemn the ſoul, becauſe ſhe 
followed the frailty of the fleſh, and the fleſh becauſe 
it would not believe the ſou]. Wherefore let us ſtudy 


to tame our fleſh, that we may have eternal life. Un- 


to which bring us cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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| The ARGUMENT. | 

The foul of man being paſſiſſed of paradiſe, was by the de 

vil provoked to fin againſt her Creator, and loft that he- 

ritage ; but by Chriſt's death was reſtored unis a more 
happy heritage of everlaſling felicity. 

'The efeventh Hiſtory. 

Here dwelt in Rome a mighty emperor Frede- 

. rick, which had one only daughter, to whom 

he bequeathed his empire. An earl that dwelt there 
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came to her, and woed her, and provoked her to ſin 

all that he might; whereby in ſhort time ſhe inclin'd 

to the earl, and he lay with her, and defiled her; and 

after that he drave her from her empire, wherefore ſhe 

fled into a realm there beſide, where ſhe daily mourned. 

While ſhe ſat mourning by the high way ſide, there 

came riding by a fair knight, who courteoully fainted 

her, afking her the cauſe why ſhe mourned fo ſore ? 

Then the ſaid, My Lord, I am an emperor's daughter, 

my father is dead, who left me all his mighty empire. 

And after his deccaſe an carl defloured my virginity, 

and put me out of my heritage, fo that now I beg my 
bread: and this is the cauſe of my ſorrow. Then ſaid 
the Knight, I have great compaſhon on thy beauty: 
therefore I will fight for thee again(t the Earl, if thou 
wouldeſt be my wife, and love no man ſo much as 
me. nen faid ſhe, that I will do gladly. Then ſaid 


the knight, if I die in the fight and obtain the victory, 


thou ſhalt hang up my bloody ſhirt in thy chamber : 
And this for two cauſes, Firſt, when thou bcholdeſt 
the ſhict, thou ſhalt weep for me. The ſecond is, that 
whoſoever comes to woo thee to be his wife, then run 
into thy chamber, and there beholding my ſhirt, thipk 
within thyſelf thus; — 5 | 
The lord of this ſhirt died for my love in battle, 
by which he recovered my heritage : God forbid that 


F ſhould marry another man. Then ſaid ſhe, all this 


I ſhall fulfill. And then the knight fought and ob- 
tained the victory, and recovered again her heritage. 
Nevertheleſs the knight was deadly wounded and died, 
and bequeathed his bloody ſhirt unto her, deſiring her 
to keep her promiſe. When ſhe heard of his death, 
ſhe wept fore, for in his ſhirt was wrought thus, 
'Think on Me, and have in mind, 
Him that to thee was fo kind. 
She hanged it upon a beam in her chamber; and 
as Oft as ſhe beheld it, the wept bitterly. Not long 


bis. 


| | 1 
aſter, the nobles defired her to take an huſband; but 
when ſhe beheld the tÞbody ſhirt ſhe ſaid, God for- 


bid that I ſhould take any other man but thee. And 


thus ſhe an{wered every man that came to her; and 
ſ h they went away diſappointed, and ſhe ended her 
lite | in peace and rc 

The MO RAL. 

Dear friends, this Emperor is God, and his daugh- 
ter is the ſoul of man, to whom he pave the Empire 
of Paradiſe. But there came the earl, that is the De- 
vil, and provoked her to fin. Wherefore we are ex- 


Hed ont of Paradiſe, But then came a knight, that is 


Chriſt, who overcame the Devil, and thus won our 
heritage: Therefore let us do as this young lady did, 
jet us Jay this bloody ſhirt, that is, the remembrance 
of the paſſion of Chriſt, on the beams of our hearts 
And if the Devil would ſtir us to fin, let us think on 


the paſſion of Chiiſt, ſaying thus, I will take none but 


thee, who haſt ſhed thy blood for me. And thus 


ſhall we win everlaſting life. Unto which bring us all 
the God of glory. Amen. 


FECT: SOCIETIES 
The ARGUMENT. by 

V. are here advertiſid ts henaur the ſabbath-day ; h;av the 

redeeming of time is profitable to the ſoul and body. Aiſa 

preachers of God's word for ſaying the truth get 4 will, 

be b Now our talents in the ampliſying of faith, and 


furthering of goo works, awe Mall inherit eternal life 
prepared for ChriſPs elect. 


The twelfth Hiſtory. 
N Rome there dwelt an emperor, named Apolinus, 
I who ordained, that every man on pain of death, 
i0uld celebrate the day of his nativity. This empe- 
ror called a man” named Virgil, and ſaid, there be 


many ofſcaces done cgntrary to this law; therefore x 
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pray thee make ſome craft, whereby I may know who 
treſpaſſeth it privily or openly. Then this Virgil made 
an image in the mid{t of the city, which told the em- 
ror's meſſengers who treſpaſſed againſt the law. 
Tbere was a {mith called Focus, which by no means 
. would celebrate the nativity of the emperor. As the 
ſmith lay in his bed he thought upon the image, dread- 
ing leſt it would accuſe him, wherefore he went to 
the image, and ſaid, if thou accuſe me I will break 
thy head. The emperor on the morrow following, 
ſent meſſengers to the image, to know who had treſ- 
paſſed apainſt the law. And then ſaid the image, lift 
up your eycs, behold my forchead. And they ſaw 
this poſcy written, Times be changed, and men be- 
come worſe and worſe : For he that will ſay the truth, 
ſhall have his head broken : the meſſengers went 
forth and told the emperor what they had read. 
Then ſaid the emperor, go to the image, and if 
you find any that hath threatned or hurt the image, 
bring him unto me. Then went the meſſengers and 
faid to the image, tell us if any man hath threatened 
thee: then the image ſaid, the ſmith Focus is the 
man. Straightway the meſſengers brought the ſmith 
before the emperor, and examined him why he kept 
not the day of the emperor's nativity, according to 
the law? then the fmith faid, I beſcech you hear 
mine excuſe, and if I anſwer not reaſonably, I will 
yield me fully to your. grace: then ſaid the ſmith, I 
muſt hove cight pence every day, and that I cannot 
get without great labour; and therefore I may not 
keep that day holy-day more than other days : then 


ſaid the emperor, why muſt thou have this eight | 


pence? Said the ſmith, I pay daily two pence, and two 

nce I loſe, and two pence I lend, and two pence I 
ſpend, for lam bound to pay every day two pence to my 
father, for when I was young he ſpent daily two pence 
on me; and two pence I loſe on my wife, then ſaid 


2 
the emperor, why loſcſt boa that two pence on thy 
wife? Then ſaid he, where ſaw ye ever woman but 
either ſhe was wilful, and contrary to her huſband, 
or hot of complexion ? And therefore that I give her 
I loſe. And two pence Llend to my ſon, that when 
I come to age he may pay me again. Alſo I ſpend two 
pence on ,myſelf-in meat and Trink, and that is little 
enough. 'Then faid the emperor, thou haſt anſwered 
wiſely. Not long after the emperor died, and then 
Focus was choſen emperor, becauſe he ſpent his eight 
pence fo wiſely; and ended his life in peace and reſt. 
The MOR AL. 

ear friends, this emperor is our Saviour, which 
ordained that every man ſhould keep holy the ſabbath- 
day. This Virgil that made the image, is the Holy 
Ghoſt, who cſtabliſhed among us preachers to reprove 
poor and rich. But it a preacher ſhould ſpeak the truth, 
he ſhall be threatened by evil men. Wherefore the 
preachers may ſay now-a days, as the image, Times be 
changed, &c. Therefore it is needful they be armed 
that is, with virtuous examples, and then they need 
not fear, becauſe they have the truth of God to ſtand 
by them. 


By this ſmith Focus, is underſtood every good Chriſ- 


tian man, who daily ſhould ſp:nd his time in redeerp- 


ing every hour with ſome profit corporal or {piritual g 
and then ought to be preſented before the heavenly em- 


peror. Focus paid two pence to his father, and ſo we 


ſhould pay to our Father in heaven two pence; that is 
honour and love. For when we were in bondage God 
ſent down to the earth his ſon to redeem us. Allo this 
Focus Jent two pence to his fon, that is, every Chri- 
Nian ought to lend to the ſon of God, true and un- 
feigned faith, and good works, and he will repay us 
again at the day of doom, when foul and body ſhall bg 
glorified. Aud that he is our brother, may be prov- 
ed by that text, A child 8 born to us. This Focus 


26 

loſt two pence on his wife, his wife bctokeneth the 
fleſh, upon whom thou loſeſt two pence, that is un- 
lawful love and conſent to ſin. This Focus alſo ſpent 
two pence on himſelf; the firſt penny is repentance, 
the ſecond penny is perſeverance and amendment of 
life, for he that abideth unto the end ſhall be ſaved. 
And he that ſpendeth well theſe two pence, ſhall ob- 
tain everlaſting life, Unto which bring us our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Amen. | 
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q; The ARGUMENT. - 
yi Man being blind through fin, and by inftr mity d rſpaſſing 
ö avith evil company, though God be favourable tc heim in 
| his life-time, yet if he walk in his wictedneſs, his un- 
\ neſs ſhall not excuſe him, but nceufe him in the day of 
Judgment, 19 have ended Ged in abufſuig his mercy 
effered, and therefore the leſs worthy to have the reward 
ef the ſiniple foul, that with insdeſiy lrveth to the fruition 
of everlaſting bliſs. 
The thirtecath Hiſtory, 

Ometime in Rome dwcit a noble emperor, which 

much loved mercy, wherefore he ordained that 
excry blind man ſhould have an hundred ſhillings per 
year. Certain men came to a tavern to drink wine, and 
after they had ſitten three days, they were preatiy in 
debt, wherefore the vintner demanded his money. 
'Then ſaid one of the drinkers, Sirs, the emperor hath 
made ſuch a law that every biiad man ſhall have an 
hundred ſhillings : thercfore let us caſt lots among us, 
and on whom the lot falleth, let his eyes be put out, 
and ſo may he get the hundred ſhillings to diſcharge 
us. So they caſt lots, and the lot fell upon him that 
gave the counſel, and his fellows immediately put out 
his eyes. . 

So he went and aſked an hundred fillings of the 
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ſteward. Said the dds Thou didſt ſee with both 
thy eyes a while ſince, thou underſtandeſt the law a- 
miſs : for the law is made for men that are blind thro? 
infirmmy; but the other day thou hadſt thy fight in 
the tavern and willfully loſt it. Therefore getteſt thou 
not a farthing. Then this wretched man told his fel- 
lows of the ſteward's an{wer, aud with that the vint- 
ner deſpoiled them of their clothes, and beat them, and 
then drew them with ſhame out of the city, and ſo 
they were never atter ſcen there, 


The MORAL. 


Dear friends, this emperor is our Saviour Chriſt, 
who ordained a law that every blind man ſhould have 
an hundred ſhillings of his treaſure, The blind man 
betokeneth every ſinner, who ſinneth thro? infirmity, 
yet (hall receive an hundred ſhillings, if he repent of 
his ſins, that is, he ſhall have an hundred times more 
joy, according to the ſcripture, Ye ſhall have an hun- 
dred times more joy if ye repent and turn from fin, and 
ye ſhall have everlaſting life. Theſe men that came to 
the tavern be ſinners, who oftentimes come to the ta- 


'vern of the devil, to drink of his carnal appetites z that 


is, they there waſte away all ſpiritual virtues. And 


the devil ſpoileth them of all their good deeds that e- 


ver they wrought. They caſt lots, that is, the cuſtom 
of ſin, and this lot falleth on ſuch as are unthankful 
and mercileſs; and ſuch a man willfully becometh 

ind, like Judas, that betrayed our Lord, without 
ſuggeſtion or inticing, when they come before the ſtew- 
ard, that is before the prelates of the church, they 
can hardiy obtain aſſurance of heaven becaule they 
leave not fin. Therefore let us ſtudy to pleaſe God, 
that we may obtain everlaſting life: Unto which bring 
us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


A certain vu S love being between every Chriſlian and 
Feſus Chriſt, we are to conſider the covenant of God to- 
ward the faithful, and to be careful to il is covenant ; 
and to fludy to perform cur wow, fo as we being undejiled, 
may get the promiſed place of giory, prepared for all them 
that ſceł the glory of Gad. 

The Fourtcenth Hiſtory 
N Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Emperor, named 
Philominus, who had a fair daughter, by name 

Aglaes. There was allo a knight that loved this lady. 

When he uttered his deſire unto her, ſhe ſaid, ſeeing 

you have uttered the ſecrets of your heart, Iwill utter 

to you the {ccrets of my heart, and I will ſay above all 


others, I love you beſt. "Chen faid the knight, I pur- 


poſe to viſit the holy land; and therefore give me 
your truth, that theſe ſeven years you ſhall take no 
other man, but tarry for me; and if I come not again 
by this day ſeven years, then take what man thou like 
beſt, And likewiſe, I promiſe you that within this 
ſeven years I will take no wife. Then he went to the 
holy land. Shortly after, the emperor treated with 
the king of Hungary for the marriage of his daughter. 
Then came the king of Hungary to the emperor's pa- 
lace to ſee his daughter; and he liked her beauty and 


behaviour, fo that all things were agreed touching the 


marriage. Then the emperor ſaid, my daughter, I 
have provided for thee a king for thy huſband, if 
thou liſt to conſent and marry him, Then ſaid ſhe, 
one thing dear father, I intreat of you, and this is it, 
I have vowed to keep my virginity thele ſeven years; 
therefore I beſcech you name no man to me till they 
be expired, and then I ſhall take the king of Hungary 
to my hulband. Then the emperor prayed the king 
of Hungary, to ſtay ſcven years for the love of his 
daughter, and then he would fpeed without fail, 
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Herewith the king was pleaſed to conſent to ſtay the 


prefixed day. And when the teven years were ended, 
ſave a day, the young lady wept fore, ſayiug, to-mor- 
row my love promiſed to be with me again, and the 
king of Hungary to-morrow will be here to marry me, 
and if my love come not at a certaia hour, then am I 
deceived of the love I bear to him. 

Wheu the day came the king haſted to the emperor 
royally arrayed iu purple. And as he was riding, there 
came a knight, to whom he ſaid, friend whence comet 
thou? the knight ſaid, I am of Rome, and now am 
come from the holy land. And as they rode it began 
to rain ſo faſt that the king was fore wet. Then ſaid 
the knight, my lord, ye have done fooliſhly, ſince you 
have not brought with you your houſe. Then ſaid 
the king, my houſe is large aud broad, how ſhould I 
bring it with me? thou ſpeakeſt like a fool. Thea 
rode they on till they came to a great water, and the 
king ſmote his horſe and leapt in fo that he was almoſt 


drowned, When the knight iaw this, he ſaid, ye did 


fooliſhly, becauſe ye brought not wuh you your bridge. 


Then ſaid the king, my bridge is made of lime and 
ſtone, and containeth in length more than half a mile, 


how ſhould I then bring it with me? therefore thou 
ſpeakeſt fooliſhly. When the king had ridden a little 
further, he aſked the knight what time of day it was 2 
Thea ſaid the knight, if any man hath lift to eat, it is 
time of the day to cat: and therefore my lord, I pray 
take a Modicum with me. Then faid the king, I will 
gladly eat with thee. And when dinner was done, the 
knight ſaid to the king, my lord you have done fool- 
iſhly, for that you brought not with you your father 
and mother. Then ſaid the king, My father is dead, 


and my mother is old; to ſay the truth, a fooliſtier 


man than thou art, did I never hear. Then ſaid the 
knight every work is praiſed at the end. 


|  Waeca the knight vas mh the palace, he aſked 
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leave to go m him, for he knew a nearcr way to 
the young lady, and he ſaid to the king, this day ſcven 
years I left a net in a, lace, and now I purpole to 
viſit it, and if it be whole, then will I keep it as a pre- 
cious jewel: and if it be broken, rhen will I leave it. 
And he took leave of the king, and rode forth; but 
the king kept the high-way. 

When the emperor heard of the king's coming, he 
went and royally received him. And when they ſat 
at meat, the king ſaid, by the way there came to 
me a knight, and ſaluted me; and anon there fell a 
great rain, and ſpoiled my apparel. And the knight 
ſaid, you have done fooliſhly, for that you brought not 
with you your houſe: then ſaid the emperor, what 
cloathing had the knight on? A cloak, ſaid the king, 
then ſaid the emperor, the houſe he ſpake of was his 

cloak, and therefore he ſaid ye did fooliſhly, becauſe ye 
came without your cloak. Then ſaid he to me, ye did 
fooliſhly, for that you brought not with you your 
bridge. Said the emperor he ſpeaketh truth, for he 
called the bridge your ſquire, that ſhould have ridden 
before you: then ſaid the king, we rode further and 
he prayed me to dine with him, and he ſaid I did ua- 
wiſely, becauſe I brought not with me my father and 
mother: truly ſaid, the emperor, he ſaith the ti uth, 


for he called your father and mother, bread and wine, 


and other victuals. Then ſaid the king, anon after 
he aſked leave to go from me, and 1 aſked whither he 
went? he ſaid, this day ſæven years, I left a net in a 
private place, and now I will ride to ſee it, and if it be 
broken and torn, then will I leave it, but if it be as I 
left it, then ſhall it be unto me right precious. When 


the emperor heard this, he cried, my ſervants, come. 


unto my daughter's chamber, for ſurely this is the net 


of which he ipake. Bat they found her not; for the 


knight had taken her with him. And thus the em- 
peror was deceived. And the oy went home to tyg 
own country aſhamed. + 
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The MORA L. 

Dear friends, this emp eror is Chriſt, and his daughter 
is everlaſting life. The knight is every good chriſtian, 
which hoideth himſsf not worthy to com? into the ſight 
of God, unto ſuch joy; he was feven years abſent from 
his love, like as a good chriſtian all his life ſhould la- 
bour in fuifilling the ſeven works of mercy. By the 
king that came without a cloak, is to be underſtood 
ſome mighry men in this world, which have cloaks to 
cover all their other cloaths, but want the cloak of 


Charity, wherefore they are wet with the rain of pride, 


avarice and Icchery. This king alſo was almoſt drowne 
ed becauſe he lacked his bridge, that is perfect faith, 
for without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Allo 
this kiog had not brought with him his father and mo- 
ther; by the father is underſtood humility, without 
which there is no virtue in any man. His mother be- 
tokeneth hope, therefore he that will obtain everlaſting 
life, muſt have'the cloak of charity, and the bridge of 


faith, and a father of meekneſs, and a mother of hope. 


Alſo this knight went the narrow way, for he that 
will be faved, mult go a ſtrait way, that is, the way 
of charity and repentance. But many men go the other 


way, which leadeth to death, that is by the way of flefh- 


ly luſts. Therefore ſtudy we to walk in the narrow 
way, that thereby we may obtain everlaſting lite. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


By the hiſl.ry is figured, the feul of every g, Chriſtian 


held ef him as a daughter ; but being [e:'uced by Satan 

ſhe is reduced by het ch. mpion Chrift Feſus to her for- 
mer habitutiun Vit man foi gerteth hit duty, and for 
goed rewardeth e. to his champion Chrift I. ſus, delte 
wveri''g him to be juigel by the /anv as an offender ; but 
when the champion avoucheth what he hath done, then 


\ 
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he is with ſhame . to remorſe, and repent and 
amend his life, that by the death of his champion Chriſt, 
he may attain eternat life. 
The Fitteenth Hiſtory. 

OMETIME dwelt in Rome a noble emperor nam- 
þ J ed Agics, who had with him a knight, named 
Gerrard, a worthy warrior, but as meek as a lamb, in 
the emperor's court. This emperor had a fair daugh- 
ter, whom the carl of Peleſter carried by force away, 
and deſiled. Therefore the emperor ſaid to his coun- 
cil, dear friends the violence done to me in deflouring 
my daughter, is got unknown to you, and therefore f 
purpole to give battle to the carl. 

When the appointed day came, a ſharp conflict 
was proſecuted, and almoſt all on the emperors part 
were {lain ; andſas the emperor himſelf was forcibly 
aſſailed, the knight Gerrard put himſelf before the 
emperor and fought manfully, and fo the emperor 
eſcaped, and the knight flew the earl; nevertheleſs 
he got divers wounds notwithſtanding he followed on 
the chaſe, till he came to the place where the em- 
peror's daughter was, and led her with him. For 
which he was praiſed of all the people. Not long after 
this knight had a ſuit in the emperor's court. 

When the emperor had heard him, he called to 
him a judge, and ſaid, Sir, our will is, that you do 
all equity unto this knight. And when the knight 
heard this, he cried, Alas, alas! who ever heard of 
ſuch an emperor ? in battle, I in my owa perſon, put 
myſelf in jeopardy for thee, and ſaved thee; and now 
thou haſt aſſigned another man to be judge in my 
cauſe; and with that he put off his clothes, and ſnew- 
ed his wounds, and ſaid, Lo, what have I ſuffered for 
thee, O emperor, I put no other man in my ſtead, and 
now thou aſſigneſt another man in my cauſe. 

When the emperor heard this, he ſaid, dear friend, 
thou ſaved me from death, thou didſt re-obtaia my 
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daughter, and for my ſake ſuffered many wounds, 
verily it is right, that I in perſon make an end of thy 
cauſe, to thy content, and to mine honour. And 
then the emperor laboured very buſily, and made 
thereof an end, according to the knight's requeſt; 
wherefore all men great'y commended the emperor. 
The MOR Ak 

Dear fi iends, this emperor is every Chriſtian man, 
which had a fair daughter; that is the ſoul. This earl 
is the devil, which carrieth away and deflowereth by 
fin, the foul of man; wherefore mankind was in thral- 
dom, till a vaſiant kvight came and put himſelf on the 
croſs to ſuffer death; and this knight reduced and re- 
obtained the ſoul of man unto the church, wherefore 
he ſuffered many great wounds in his body. And now 
this knight, that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hath a mat- 
ter to do among us, that is to find in us perfect faith; 
wherefore he calleth on us daily, that we would be 
ready at all times. But many men do as'the emperor 
did, which appointed the knight another judge. There- 
fore againſt unthankful perſons it ſhall be ſaid thus; 
Lo, he ſuffered for us on the croſs, and ſhewed to us 
all his wounds. Be we therefore thankful for his 
graces, and be content to ſuffer for his love ſome ſor- 
rowful repentance. For he that ſuffereth pain for the 
love of God in this life, ſhall receive an hundred times 
more in the life everlaſting. Unto the which our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt bring all mankind, Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The foul of man 1s here wwarncd to eſeheau the crafts of the 
devil, that ſhe yreld not to his allurements, left he bereave 
her of her jcys in the life to come. 

The ſixteenth Hiſtory. 
HERE dwelt ſom-times in Rome a wiſe emper— 
or named Pompey, which had a daughter name 
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ed Aglas, who had many endowments above other wo- 
men. Firlt ſhe was fair; alſo the was ſwift in run- 
ning, fo that no man might overtake her. It was pro- 
claimed that what man, poor or rich, would run with 
his daughter ſhould have her to wife, if he could over- 
run her; but if ſhe over-run him, his hcad ſhould be 
ſmitten off. 

When the ſtates of that empire heard this pre: 
mation, one after another, ran with her, but ſhe owt- 


ran them all; wherefore they loſt their heads. A poor - | 


man dwelling at Rorac, ſaid to himſelf, I am poor and 
of poor kindred; now if I might over-run her, I 
ſhould be promoted to great honour, and alſo all my 
kindred, Then he provided himleif of three things, 
Firſt, a garland of red roſes and white. Secondly, a 
rich girdle of ilk. Thirdly, a purſe of ſilk embroider- 
ed with precious ſtones, and within the purſe was a 
ball with this poſie, Who playeth with me ſhall not be 
weary of my play: then put he theſe three things in 
his boſom, and went to the palace, ſaying, Come 
forth fair lady, for I am ready to run with you. 


This young lady when ſhe ſaw him, deſpiſed him 


and ſaid, I have overcome many worthy koights, and 
now muſt I run with a churl? Nevertheleſs I will 
fulfil my father's commandment. And at laſt they 
ran together, and within ſhort ſpace the damſel got 
far before him. When the juggler ſaw this he threw 


forth his garland before her, when ſhe ſaw it ſhe. 


took it up and ſet it upon her head, and mcan while 
the juggler went before her. When the damſel ſaw 
this for forrow ſhe threw it into a ditch, and ran and 
over-took him, and gave him a buitct, ſaying, abide 
thou wretch, it beſeemeth not thy father's ſon to have 
me to wife; And this lady did over-run him a great 
ſpace. When the juggler ſaw this, he took the girdle 
and threw it before her. And when the ſaw that, ſhe 
{tooped down, aud girded her therewith, and the 


FE . 
juggler got before her 5 Now when ſhe ſaw that, 
ſhe took the girdle, and with her teeth tare it in three 
pieces, and then threw it from her; and then ſhe ran 
faſt, and overtook him, and gave him a great blow, 
ſaying, O wretch thinkeſt thou to overcome me? and 
with that ſhe ran before him again : the juggler kept 
the purſe till they were near the mark, and then threw 
it before her, and anon ſhe took it up, and opened it 
and took ont the ball, and read the police, Who playeth 
with me ſha!l n&er be weary of my play, and ſhe began 
to play, and continued tili the juggler was at the mark. 
And thus he won the emperor's daughter. 
The MORAL. 

Dear friends, this cmperor is our Saviour, and his 
daughter is the foul of man, which was ſwift in run— 
ning: that is in virtue, while clean, fo that no deadly 
ſin might overcome her: this juggler is the devil; he 
provided him of three things: Firlt, of the garland, 
which betokeneth pride, for a garland of flowers is [ct 
upon the hcad that it may be ſeen; ſo pride muſt be ſeen. 
Do thou therefore as the maiden did, be angry at thy 
fins, and caſt off thy garland of pride into the ditch of 
repentance, and ſo ſhalt thou give the devil a buffet, and 
overcome him. But when the devil ſceth himſelf 
overcome, then he tempteth a man to another ſin, 
and caſteth before him the pirdle of letchery. And alas! 
there be many girded with this girdle of letchery: then 
caſteth the devil, the purſe with the ball: this betokens 
the heart, which evermore ſhould be cloſe againſt carth- 
ly things, and open above to heavenly joy; and the two 
firings betoken the love of God, and of our neighbour; 
the ball betokeneth covetouſneſs, and therefore the po- 
ſie was true, wholo playeth with me, that is with cove- 
touſneſs, ſhall ne'er be ſatisfied : therefore let us take 
heed that we play not with this ball, and then we ſhall 
obtain the bleſs of heaven hat ſhall never end. Unto 
which he bring us that ſhed his precious blood for us. 
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The ARGUMENT. 
Preaching and prayer is melody in the ears of God, and 
, hath u promiſed reward, yet by our adverſary the devil, 
due are hindered for a time, until gedly preachers be 
fent fer, wwhith with the hock of God's word, dh awin 


again wr loft felicity, and fo recover the fall of ſuch as 


evere ſeduced, into the joyful fellowſhip of the angels of þ 


heaven. 
The Seventeenth Hiſtory. 

Here dwelt in Rome a wiſe emperor, named The- 
odoſius, which loved the harp, and likewiſe the 
hunting. As he huntcd in a foreſt, he heard a harp 
and was almoſt raviſhed; wherefore he ſonght to find 
that melody, and at laſt he eſpied a man fitting be ſide 
the watcr, piaying on a harp full ſweetly. Then ſaid 
the emperor „friend, proceedeth this melody from thy 
harp, or no? the poor man ſaid, my lord, beſide this 
water, my wite, my child and I have dwelt this thirty 
years, and God hath given me ſuch a gift, that when 
I play ou my harp the fiſhes of this water come to 
my hand, ſo that we have been ſuſtained in great plen- 
ty: But, alas, ſometimes on the other fide. cometh a 
whiſtler, and he whiſtleth fo ſweetly, that the fiſhes 
forſake me, and go to him; therefore my lord I crave 
help againſt this whiſtler: then ſaid the emperor, I 
have a golden hook, which I will give thee, bind it faſt 
to the end of a rod, and put on a worm, then caſt thy 
rod into the water and play upon the harp, and when 
thou perceiveſt the fiſh take the bair, draw them to 
the land, and then his whiſtling will not avail. And 
when this poor man began to play, the fiſhes came to 
the bait, and then he took them up and lived in good 
eſtate long time, and at laſt ended his life in peace and 

reſt, 

The MOR AL. 


Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth Chriſt, which | 
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delighteth to hunt the ſoul of mankind in the foreſt; that 


is, the church; he loveth alſo the harp, that is them that 


teach the word of God. This poor man betokeneth the 
preachers of the word, which ought always to be reſident 
to their charge, and ought to have the harp of holy ſcrip- 
ture, wherewith to draw ſinners out of this world. But 
now the preachers may ſay, alas, for when I preach the 
devil whiſtleth ſo ſweetly, that the ſinners draw to him, 
and turn themſelves to the delight of fin. The devil 


alſo deceiveth mankind by diverſe ways. 


Firſt, in the time of the preaching, he maketh ſome 
to fleep, and ſome to talk and clatter, and ſome he mak- 


eth them fo dull that they cannot underſtand what the 
preacher ſaith. Behold how many ways the devil de- 


ceiveth mankind, and hindereth the work of God: 
therefore every preacher ought to have the golden 
hook of God's word againſt this whiſtling, by which 
they may draw ſinners to heaven. Unto the which 


bring us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Man's foul, the daughter of our Saviour, js dear to him ; 
and though he be careful fer her, yet ſbe is ſeduced by 
the fleſhy but by earneſt repentance, and amendment of 
life, is brought unto dut iful obedience, that thencefor- 
ward fo continuing, they tegether may be partabers of 
everlafling bleſſedneſs. 

| The eighteenth Hiſtory. 
Here dwelt in Rome i mighty emperor named 
Prolomeus, which had a daughter, whom he lov- 
ed ſo that ſhe was guarded with five armed knights, and 

over theſe knights he ordained a controller, alſo a 

ide his kouſhold. And then he reſolved 
to viſit the holy land. And when he was ready for his 
journey, he ſaid to his * I commit my daughter 


| 38 
to thy keeping, and I charge thee that ſhe lack nothing. 
Moreover, 1 leave to thy keeping the five knights; 
ſee that they want nothing fitting for them. Alſo my 
gray hound, commanding that thou feed him as bith- 
erto he hath been; and if thou fulfil all this, thon 
ſhalt receive a great reward. Anon, the emperor took 
his journey, and the ſteward a long time kept well the 
emperor's command. | 
But at the laſt he ſpyed this young lady walking a- 
lone in an orchard : wherefore againſt her will he de- 
floured her. And when he had done fo, he drave 
her out of the palace.” So the damſel went from door 
to door, and begged her bread. When the knights 
ſaw this they reproved him. But he ſpoiled them and 
drove them from the palace. ES 
Not long after, there came tidings that the emperor 
was coming home. And when the ſteward heard this 
he ſaid, It cannot be but I ſhall be accuſed for my 
treſpaſſes, therefore better it were that I go and ac- 
cuſe myſelf unto him, and afk him mercy, than that 
any other ſhould accuſe me. Then he put off all his 
cloaths, ſave. his hoſe and ſhirt, and took three ropes 
with him, and barefoot went to the emperor. When 
the emperor eſpy'd him coming, he wondered greatly. 
And when the ſteward was come near he fel} on his 
knees. Then ſaid the emperor, why meeteſt thou me 
after ſuch a fort ? Oh, my lord, quoth he, there is a 
heavy chance befallen me. 'Then ſaid the emperor, 
what chance hath befallen thee ? and why beareſt thou 
theſe three ropes ? Then anſwered the ſteward, This 
firſt rope I bring to bind my hands and feet, till the 
blood burſt out, for that I have deſerved. The ſe- 
cond rope I bring with me to draw me at a horſe tail 
till my bones be bare without fleſh, for that is juſtly 
due to me. The third rope I bave brought to hang 
me upon a gallows, till the birds feed on my fleſh, for 
theſe things are due to ſuch breakers of the law as I 
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am. Yet, Oh! my Red hare mercy on me, for I 
dare not acknowledge my treſpaſs until I have obtaia- 
ed your pardon, Then ſaid the emperor, I ſee in thee 
great contrition; therefore tell me thy treſpaſs, and 
thou ſhalt fiad mercy. Alas, ſaid the ſteward, I have 
defiled thine only daughter, and have driven her out 
of the palace, ſo that ſhe beggeth her bread, T have 
alſo deſpoiled the knights, and now ſome of them are 
decome thieves and robbers, and ſome men-killers : 


and the controller of the knights I have ſlain ; bat I 
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fed thy gray hound with the beſt meat, and ty'd him 
with a chain, yet at the laſt he brake it, and now he 
runneth about the country. 

When the emperor heard this, he ſaid haſt thou 
defloured my daughter, deſpoiled my knights, and 


{lain their_controller, and the gray hound is he gone 


alſo ? Surcly had IJ not forgiven thee, I would have 
put thee to the vileſt death.: notwithſtanding go and 
bring again my daughter, that thou mayeſt marry her. 
Alſo bring again my knights, and reſtore to them 
their goods as before. Alſo ſeek diligently for my 
gray hound till thou fiad him, and then make him faſt : 


then the ſteward bowed dowa and thanked the empe- 
ror for his great mercy. And then he ſought till he 
found the emperor's daughter, and the koights, and 
the gray hound, and brought him home again. And 
after he had married the young lady, and reſtored a- 
gain the knights goods, he ended his life in peace. 


" The N ORAL. \ 
Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth our Lord 


nights are the five ſenſes, armed for the preſervation 


i Chriſt, the daughter is man's ſoul: the five 


pf the foul: the controller of the knights is reaſon, 


which ought to rule the ſenſes; the gray hound is the 
ſeſh of man, and the ſteward is every man to whom 
Bod hath given life and ſoul. But man often polut- 


| 


th his foul with fin, and then {he wandreth from 
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door to door, that is from fin to ſin. He defpoileth 
the five knights, that Is the five ſenſes, taking away 
the light from their eyes, moving their cars to liſten 
to backbiting, &c. The maſter is ſlain whenſoc ver 
man is ruled by will and not by reaſon; the fleſh is 
bound with a chain of reaſon, but breaking out doth 
much harm. 

The coming again of this emperor betokeneth the 
coming of Chriſt at the day of jadgment; wherefore 


let us arouſe ourſelves of our ſins firſt, put we off all 


our. cloaths betimes, that is our ſinful life, and take 
we three ropes in our hands; the firſt rope betoken- 


eth true repentance, which ought to bind our hearts , 
within us, that. blood burft out on every fide ; that is, 


that fia might void itſelf ; the ſecond rope, is ac- 
knowledging of our ſins, which would draw us till 
the fleſh be fallen from the bones, that is, till luſt be 
turned away by the ſtones of repentance. The third 
rope 13 amendmeat of life. 

Like as he brought again the emperor's daughter, 
ſo it behoveth us to find and bring our ſoul, to the 
church, to rule well our ſenſes, to feed bur ſleſh as 
we ſhould, and ſo fall not again unto fin, for fear 
that it fortune to ns worſe. And if we fulfil this, we 
ſhall obtaig everlaſting life. To which our Lord bring 
us, Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT. + 


The violating of cur Innicency is Tere deſcrived, which 
being adjudged after the laxv is death : but by the merits 
of. Chriſi we obtain ſalvation. 

The Ninetcenth Hiſtory. 
N Rome a mighty emperor called Euſenue, ordain- 


ed a law, that wiofocver raviſhed.a virgin, ſhould} 


be at her diſcretion, whether ſhe would put him to 
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death, or would take him to her huſband. It befel 
that a man raviſhed two fair maidens ; the firſt deſired 
that he ſhould die, but the ſecond deſired him to be 
her huſband. "The raviſher was led before the judge, 
that he might ſatisfy both theſe damſels. The firſt 
damſel defired his death. Then ſaid the ſecond, I de- 
fire to have him to my huſband ; and as thou haſt the 
law for thee, ſo I have it for me, and my petition is 
better than yours, for it is more charitable ; thereſore 
the judge heard the mercy of the ſecond damſel, he 
gave judgment that he ſhould take her to wife, and ſo 
it was done. The MOR AL. 

Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth Jeſus Chriſt, 
The ravither is every ſinner which raviſheth God's 
mercy, as often as he violateth his commands by ſins. 
The raviſher alſo. is called before the juſtice, and the 


_ firſt damſel] (innocency) ſaid againſt the ſinner, that he 


ought to die everlaſtingly, but the other, that is Chriſt's 
merits, alledgeth how the mercy of God ought to help 
by repentance, which is the high way to everlaſting 
Wes unto which God bring us all, Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


The mother of a child f grace and of a reprobate, is here 


declared, and fet forth ; but which of them ſhall be ſaved, 

and huh of them ſhall be damned ts nat yet revcaled to. 

the world, until the loft and dreadful day of judgment, 
The twenticth Hiſtory. 

Ometime there dwelt ia Rome, a mighty emper- 

or, named Lybodus, which took to wife the 


daughter of the king of Aſſyria, who bear him a ſon 
and in the birth ſhe died, after her diſeaſe theemper- 


or married another wife, and had by her a ſon alſo: and 


ſent them both into a ſtrange land, to be brought up. 


-Whea they had bcen _ x lang time, the emprets. 
3 
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ſaid, my lord, ten years be now expired fince I beat 


my ſon, and yet I never ſaw him but once, therefore 
1 beſeech you to ſend for him, that I may rejoiee me 
in his ſight : then ſaid the emperor, 1 have a child by 
my firſt wife, and I muſt fend for them both: and 
when they were come, they were ſo like in all things, 
that hardly the one might be knowa by the other ; but 
the father knew the difference. 

Then ſaid the empreſs, I pray you tell me which is 
my ſon ? Then the empcror called ta him the ſon 
of his firſt wife, and the empreſs gave all care to che- 
riſh bim, and neglected the other: then the emperor 
{aid I have deceived thee : for the other is thy ſon. 
Then ſet ſhe all her care upon the ſecond. When the 
emperor ſaw this, he ſaid truly I deceived thee ; this 
is not thy ſon, but one of them two is thy ſon : then 
ſaid the mother, I entreat you, tell me which is my 
ſon ? The emperor ſaid, I will not tell you, till they 
come to man's eſtate, and this is my reaſon, firſt I 
told you that this was your ſon, and then you for- 
ſook the other, and when I told you that the other 
was your ſon, then you ſlightly regarded the firſt 
thercfore cheriſh them poth alike, that I may hare 
like joy of them. And when they were both come to 
age, the emperor made a preat feaſt, and told his wife 
which was her ſon. Then rejoiced ſhe greatly, and 
when ſhe had lived a good time, ended her life in 
peace and reſt. 

the M ORAL. 
Dear friends, this emperor's ſons betokeneth thoſe 
that be choſen to everlaſting life, and thoſe that de 
not choſen. The mother of them is the providence 
of God, that nouriſheth them both: therefore our 
Lord will not let the world know which be choſen, 
for if ſhe knew that, then would ſhe love the one and 
hate the other; but the day of judgment will tell 


which Qall be ſaved aud 3 ſhall be damned: there- 
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fore pray we in this world, that we may come to the 
everlaſting feaſt in heaven unto the which God bring 
us all. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The ungotlly awill not live wvirtuouſly, and yet oftentimes 
they are enriched ; but they are not careful of the re- 
award of heaven, nor fear the torments of hell, 

The Tw enty-firſt Hiſtory. 

Ometime there dwelt in Rome a noble emperor, 
named Polinus, which had three ſons. When he 
lay upon his bed, he bethought him to which of them 
he might give his empire, Then he ſaid to his three 
ſons, which of you is moſt ſlothful, he ſhall have 
mine empire. The firſt fon ſaid, I am lo llothful, that 
if my foot were in the fire, 1 had rather it ſhould be 
burnt, then to take it out. Then ſaid the ſecond, 

though there were a cord about my neck, to han 
me, and if I had a ſword, for very floth I would not 
cut the cord to ſave my life. Then the third ſpake, 

J lay upright in my bed, and there dropped water in- 

to mine cyes, and for very ſloth I would not move my 

head to the right nor to the left, to ſave myſelf. 

When the emperor heard this, he bequeathed the em- 

pire unto the youngeſt, as being the ſlothfulleſt. 

| The MOR AL. 

Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth the devil. By 
the firſt ſon is underſtood a man that chanceth into 
evil company, and had rather be burnt in the fire of 
ſin, then depart from them. The ſecond fon betoken- 
eth him, that knoweth himſelf to be bound with fin, 
and is fo ſlothful, that he will not cut it with the fword 
of repentance. By the third ſon is underſtoad a man 
that-hears of heaven, and hell, yet will he not move 


lmſclf to the right nor to the left, to forſake his fins ; 


— 
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ſuch a man ſhall receive the torments of hell: from 
which keep us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Man's ful, as a captain general, with his forces fig ht- 
eth ngainfl the world, wherein is the caſtle of vanity 
and the poiſoned forces of fin, againſt whom well-to fight, 
is the means 10 ebtain the victory, and triumph ever= 
la/lingly. | 

The Twenty-ſecond Hiſtory. 

Lexander the emperor beſieged a city of Egypt 

with a great army, but loſt many men, without 

hurt or ſtroke, whercat he greatly wondered, and cal- 
led his wiſe men, and aſked the cauſe why his ſoldiers 
died thus without viſible wounds ? They anſwered; 
upon the walls is a cockatrice; and your men are in- 
fected with the deadly venom of her eyes, and ſo die. 
But if, my lord, you will ſet up a large mirror over- 
againſt the cockatrice, when ſhe ſeeth herſelf therein 
her venom ſhall return again to herſelf, and ſhe ſhall 
die, and your men be ſaved. The emperor did fo, and 
thus was the cockatrice ſlain, and the emperor aſſaulted 
the city, and obtained the victory. 

- The MORA LE. £ 
Dear friends, this emperor. may be called every 

chriſtian, which ought to gather an hoſt of virtues : 
the city is the world, wherein is the caſtle of vanities. 
In this ftandeth a cockatrice, that is, pride and Juſt, 
by which many die everlaſtingly. Let us then ſet up 
the mirror of a pure conſcience, that we may fee our 
fins, and fo ſhall deſtroy the cockatrice, and obtain 
victory over ſin, and get everlaſtiog life, to which ke. 
bring us all, Amen. | 
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The AR. GUMENT 
The foul being conwerſant with the fleſh, ſhe ſeeketh to o. 
verthrow the foul with her unclean luf!s ; where though 
the foul for a time ſuffer, yet the lion of the tribe of Fu- 
day is of power to revenge her injury, and to make her 
to repſſeſs her former ęſbale in the world to come. 
The Twenty-third Hiſtory. 
Mighty emperor ſometime ruled the Romans, 
named Archelaus, who in his old age e{pouſed 
a lady, whom a knight loved, and had to do with her. 
This emperor bethought him to viſit Jeruſalem, where- 
fore he took leave of his empreſs, and went towards 
the ſaid city. | 
When the empreſs heard this, ſhe took the ſhip- 


maſter aſide, aud ſaid, My lord gocth with you in your. 
ſhip, therefore caſt him over-board, that he may be 


drowned, and thou ſhalt have what thou wilt for @ 
reward. Then the ſhip maſter ſwore by their great god 
Jupiter, After he cometh within my ſhip, you hall 
never ſce him more. Then the lady gave him as much 
gold as he would have, and he went to his ſhip. 
Then the emperor took ſhipping: and when he was 


in the midſt of the ſea, the ſhip maſter threw the em- 
peror over board into the ſea, and returned and told 


the empreſs, whereof ſhe was right glad.“ 


The emperor had learned in his youth to ſwim; and 
ſwam to an iſland, and when he was faint, he pray- 


ed to God to be his help. In the iſland. was nothing 
but lions and Icopards. When the emperor had pot to 
land, he efpied a young lion fighting with an old leo- 
pard, and the lion was almoſt overcome. Now the 
Emperor drew his ſword, and flew the leopard. The 
lion from- that time followed the emperor, and would 
not leave him, but every day brought his prey and 
laid it at his feet, and be fmote fire on a flint ſtone, 


and dreſſed it, and thus was he fed. At length he ſaw 
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46 
a ſhip ſailing by, and cried to them. And when they 
heard the voice, they failed to him, and took him into 
their ſhip; and the lion followed him, ſwimming in 
the ſea after the ſhip; and the ſhip men had pity on 
him, and took him into the ſhip. Now when the em- 
peror came to land, he went forth with the lion till he 
came near his own palace, where he heard trumpets 
and all other muſic; and there came a ſquire towards 
him that he knew, but the fquire knew not him, to 
whom the emperor ſaid thus, Pell me what is the 
cauſe of this melody? The ſquire anſwered and ſaid, 
The empreſs is married this day, and therefore they 
make ſuch melody. Then ſaid the emperor, where is 
her huſband that was emperor before ? The ſquire 
ſald, he went to the holy land, and was drowned by 
the way. Then the emperor ſaid, I pray you tell the 
empreſs that I will ſew them rare ſport with my lion. 
The ſquire went in and told his lord and his lady, a 
goodly old man was at the gate, that would ſhow 
them ſport with his lion: then ſaid the new married 
lady, bring him in. When the emperor with his lion 


was brought in, the lion ran upon the young kaight 


that was newly married, and flew him: and he ran 
upon the empreſs alſo, and devoured her to the bones, 
before all the lords, who were greatly aghaſt, and be- 
gan to flee. But the emperor ſaid, Lo, this is the 
vengeance of God, becauſe my wife hath uſed adulte- 
ry with this knight, and ſhe practiſed my death with 
the maſter of the ſhip, and thereupon he threw me in- 
to the ſea, but God faved me. And becauſe I help- 
ed once this lion, he never forſook me ſince; and 
now, as ye all ſee, he hath ſlain both the adulterers, 
and therefore underſtand ye, that I am your emperor, 
Now when they heard this, they diſcerned him to be 
their emperor, and praiſed God, who had ſaved their 
lord. And they lived together a long time in peace, 


(47-3 
| The MOR AL. 85 
Dear friends, by this emperor we may underſtand 
every chriſtian man, that propoſeth to viſit the city af 
Jeruſalem; i. e. To get everlaſting life thro? faith. 
But his wife, that is the fleſh, murmurcth againſt the 
ſoul, and loveth an adulterer, that is, deadly fin;: 


this emperor went into a ſhip, that is, he went to the 


church of God: but the wife, that is, flcſhly men, ac- 
cuſcd him to the ſhipmaſter, that is, to the prelates 
of the church, whereby many be caſt out of the church 
into the ſea of this world. But let him learn to ſwim ; 
that is, let him put all his hope in God, and by his 
grace he ſha!l come to an iſland; that is, the religion 
of the heart: and he that is in this region, ſhall find 
a lion, which is the Lord jeſus Chriſt, who fighteth 
ever againſt the devil; and if a man hath helped this 
lion, that is, hath ſerved God againſt his enemics, he 
may truſt that he will not foiſake him. By this lion 
you mult tame thy wife, that is, thy fleſh; and then 
without doubt, thou ſhalt obtain the empire of hea- 
ven. Unto the which bring us, Lord Jeſus. Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The ſoul of man eſpouſed ts Chrift in buptifin, yet dieth by 
means of fin, leaving behind her a fin, called Reaſons 
ꝛolich ſearched the diſeaſe of her father : and being ſent 
Jer ts cure the malady of his Repmather's will, fee eff 
eth to adminifler comfort unto her. 
The Twenty-fourth Hiſtory. 
HERE dwelt in Rome an emperor, named Gre— 
gory. His lady bare a ſon, and when he was 
ten years old, his mother died. Not long after, the 
empetor married another wife, who hated this ſon.— 
Then the emperor, willing to pleaſe his wife, baniſh- 
ed his ſon. The fon went and ſtudied phyſic ſo that 


* 
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48 
in a ſhort time he was a ſkilful phyſician. Not long 
after, the emperor his father lay at death's door : 
wherefore then he ſent to his ſon, praying him, that 


he would come to him. The fon, willing to obey his 


father, came to him; and when he had felt his pulſe, 


he adminiſtered phyſic to him, whereby he recovered. 


- Not long after, the empreſs his ſtep-mother fell 
fick ; and the emperor ſent to his ſon to help her of 
her ſickneſs. Then ſaid he, Father, I will not: then 
the emperor waxed wroth, and ſaid, If thou wilt not 
obey me, depart mine empire. His fon anfwered, If 
you do ſo, you do unrightly; for you exiled me thro” 
her ſugeſtion, and mine abſence was the cauſe of your 
ſickneſs, now my preſence is the cauſe of her ſickneſs, 
ard therefore I will not meddle with her, for if ſhe 
ſhould die, men would ſay my phyſic had been the 
cauſe : then {aid the emperor, ſhe hath the ſame ſick- 
neſs that I had. His fon anſwered, nevertheleſs you 
are not both of one conſtitution : for whatſoever I did 
to you, you were content, and when you ſaw me you 
rejoiced at my coming; but when ſhe ſaw me ſhe was 
angry, and therefore it I ſhouid ſpeak to her, her ſor- 
row would increaſe; and if I ſhould touch her, ſhe 
would be in 2 rage. And when he had ſpoken his 
mind, he took leave, and departcd thence. 
| The MORAL. | 
Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth every Chriſ- 
tian, which is married to Chriſt in baptiſm, for then 
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the ſoul is made the ſpouſe of Chriſt, on whom he } m 


begetteth a ſon, that is, the knowledge of his word 
and will. But when the child grew to ſome increaſe 


cauſed him to be baniſhed : the good Chriſtian, over- 
ruled by his wife, falleth ſick, and ſendeth for his 
ſon, that is, knowledge of God's word and will, to 


In virtue, his mother chriſtianity died, then the Chri- Jo 
ſtian man matched with another woman, the ſtepmo- | 


be 


ther of the ſaid youth, named Ignorant Enyy, Who 
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cure them who dutifully obey. F But the falling ſeck at 
the fight of the emperor's ſon, tho' her huſband en- 
treats to him to cure her as a goed phyſician of her 
ſoul ; yet ſhe not liking his endeavour, oftentimes 
dieth in her ignorant envy, without hope of health, ſo 
that the phyſician came hither to late, 
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2 is Chriſt ought to be cheriſhed in our hearts by faith, 


which is taken from us when e are not thankful unte 


him fer our graces. Wherefore the preachers of Ged's 


word, as phyſicians, are ſent to admamiſb us e perſevere 


and hope in Chriji”s merits ; and fo to harbour him in 
eur hearts, as he may thereby bejlow on us the promotion 
of heavenly bliſs. 
| The twenty-fifth Hiſtory 
OMETIME there dwelt in Rome, a mighty em- 
k poeror, named Folenus, who took to wife the 
king's daughter of. Germany, who bare him a ſon. 
Then the ſtates of the empire came, and every one of 
them beſought the emperor to have the bringing up of 
his ſon : the emperor {aid, to morrow ſhall be a tour- 
ney, and which of you obtaincth the victory, ſhall 
have the keeping of my ſon. So on the morrow, 
the nobles and ſtates juſted valiantly; but at length a 
knight named Joſias obtained the victory. And im- 
mediately after he took the child home. And he ſent 
before to his caſtle, and commanded his officers that 
they ſhould royally provide for him, and that the child's 
lodging ſhould be in the midſt of the caſtle ; and alſo 
that the ſeven ſciences ſhould be pourtrayed about his 
bed. The knight had a well by the child's bed where- 
in he bath'd himſelf, and there was a window wheres 
at the ſup might ſhine on him. One day they left o- 
pen the window, and a me came and ſeeing che win- 
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dow open, went to the well and bathed him therein; 
of whoſe bathing the well ſavoured after, whereby 
whoſoever drank of that water waxed leprous. So it 
fortuned the lord and the lady, by drinking of that 
water became lepers. Not long after, there came a 
great eagle in at that window, and bare the child away 
out of the cradle. And the lord of the caſtle ſaid, 
Wo is me, what ſhall I do? now I am the fon of 
death, for I am a lcper, and fo is my wife, and houſe- 
hold: alſo the emperor's ſon is loſt and gone. 

But there came to him a phyſician, and ſaid, Sir, 
if you will do after my counſel, you ſhall not repent 
it. Firſt, you, your wife and houſhold muſt be let 
blood, and then bathed, and I will apply my medi- 
cine; and when you are whole, then ſhall you walk 
up to the mountains, and ſeek the emperor's ſon, for 
the eagle hath let him fall there. Then the lord and 
all the houſhold were let blood, and received the me- 
dicine, aud became whole and ſound : then he took 
his horſe, and rode forth, and found the child, whole 
and ſound, lying in a valley, whereat he reoiced. 
And he led the child home to his father; who pro- 
moted him to great honour. And ſo after that he en- 
ded his life in peace and reſt. 

'The NM G R A L. 

Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth the Father 
of heaven: to nouriſh whoſe ſon many men deſire, 
when they receive the ſacrament : the knight beto- 
keneth a good chriſtian, that abſtaineth from evil, 
and laboureth to do good : therefore as the knight 
did, let us ſend meſſengers to make clean the caſtle 
of-our hearts by faith, and ſo ſhall this child reſt in 
our hearts. 

The well betokeneth mercy; for whoſocver is 


without mercy, cannot nouriſh the bleſſed child, but 
it happeneth that the knights wife, that is, the fleſh, | 
bearcth the key of mercy, and lcaveth that well o- 
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pen, and then cometh the bear, that is, the devil, 
and leaveth his lothſome filth in the well, and who- 
{o talteth thereof, ſhall be infected with the leproſy 
of fin. The window is the grace of the Holy Ghoſt, 
in at which the eagle cometh, that is, the affections 
of the world, carrying us away unto the vale of igno- 
rance. Then what ſhall we do but fend for a phyſi- 
cian, that is a miniſter of the word of God, which 
ſhall bid him Jet blood, that is, a acknowledge his ſin, 
and reconcile him ſelf by earneſt repentance to God. 
Theu muſt he bathe himſelf with tears of contrition. 


and then take the medicine of amendment »f life; and 
then he maſt ride forth, without doubt he ſhall find 
the Child Jeſus in the valley of humility. And if ye 
do this, ye thall nouriſh that bleſſed Child, for which 


the father of heaven ſhall promote you into everlaſting 
Joy. Unto the which joy he'll bring us, that ſhed his 
precious blood tor us. ' Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT, 


. Chriſt hal. proclaimed alike joy and bliſs in heaven to poor 


23 


as to rich ; but the rich coveling all, loſeih the preroga- 

te which the poor in heart enjoy : Vet as he 1s a righ- 

tecus God, he erdaineth for beth iy ſuch fort, that if they 
will, they may be ſatisficd wwith his graces. 

The Twenty-ſixth Hiſtory. 

Ometime dwelt in Rome a mighty emperor, who 

was named Fulgentius, who made a proclamation, 

that wholoever would come to him, rich or poor, at 

a certaia day, ſhould have their pctition,—Then the 

mighty men put forth their petitions, and they were 

granted, infomuch that preat riches was diſtributed a- 


mong them. —dHtraightway after, the poor men gather- 
ed together, and ſaid, The rich men have been there 
lately, and obtained their petitions: therefore will we 
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go now, and try if we 20 obtain any good. So they 
went to the emperor's palace, and there they put fortan 
their petitions according to the proclamation.— Then 
the emperor ſaid to them, It is true that my procla- 
mation was, that every man ſhould have their peti- 
tions: but the rich and mighty have been here before 
you, to whom I have given all, ſave ory the royalty 
of my lordſhip. The poor men replied, Gracious ſo- 
vercign, let us not go away empty, for we know it is 
our own fault that we came not with theſe other rich 
men: Then ſaid the emperor, Good friends, tho' I 
have given my land and riches to the rich men, ne- 
vertheleſs, I have kept in mine own hands the domi- | 
nion over them, and that do I give to you, and ſo ; 
they ſhall be your ſervants. Then the poor men re— 
Joiced, thanked him, and took their leave, and went 
home again. 

But when the rich and mighty men heard that, they 

were greatly moved, and ſaid, Alas, alas! they that 
: ſometime were but our ſubjects, are now made lords 
i over us. Therefore they went to the emperor, and 
4 prayed him for redreſs. 
Then ſaid the emperor, my good friends, I do you 
. no wrong, you had your petitions, you aſked lands and 
I honours, and thoſe I have granted you, in ſo much 
: 
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that I kept nothing for myſelf. Now I had nothing to 
give to the poor men, but the ſovereignty over you, 
which I kept in my hands; And I gave them that au- 
thority, ſo do not blame me; But if you will follow 
it mine advice, I ihall give you good counſel. 
You have received lands and tenements, and honours 
and preferments, which by my Huuſcl, you ſhall give 
if the poor men, that they may grant unto you the fo- | 
N vereignty, and that dominion which they have. When 
the mighty men heard this they gave their goods a- 
mong the poor men, and they gave them again the au- 
thority over them. Aad thus were they both con- 
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tented, and the emperor was greatly commended of 


both partics. 
The MOR AL. 

Dear friends, by this emperor is underſtood Chriſt, 
which made a proclamation, thatevery man ſhould come 
and aſk everlaſting joy. But the rich aſk but for worldly 
honour and riches z wherefore he pave them ſo much 
of worldly wealth that he had nothing to himſelf : the 
poor men be the meek in heart, who have ſovereignty 
in heaven, above the men of the world; therefore 
theſe rich mea ought to impart their temporal riches 
unto the poor men. A: thus ye may attain upto the 
kingdom of heaven. Unto the which I beſeech Al- 
mighty God bring us all. Amen, 
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The ARGUMENT. 


The Emperor ef glory, Chriſt Feſus, hath txvo diughier "ry 
the one fair and the other foul ; the fe, dag 17 
zuordly pleaſures fought of many, the faul is poverty and 
trouble ſought by few. But he that loveth God, will 
ſuffer all trouble fer the obtaining of him. 

The Twenty- -ſcventh II. ſtory. 

N Rome dwelt an emperor named Domitian, which 
had two daughters, the one fair, the other ill-fa- 
voured; wherefore hc proclaimed that whoto would 
marry his fair daughter ſhowld hare nothing with her 
but her comely perſon, but whoſo would marry Eis 
foul daughter, ſhould have his empire after his de- 
ceaſe, Now there came many to marry his fair dang]; - 
ter. To whom the emperor ſaid, if ye marry her, ye 
ſhall have nothing with her but her beautiful per ſon, 
aud if I give her to one rather than to another, you 
will grudge; therefore you ſhall fight for her: then 

the nobles, for the love of that beautiful damſel, fer a 


day of battle, ang eng. wars (lain, but at laſt one 
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obtained the victory, and eſpouſed that fair lady. 


Then the ſecond daughter ſaid to her father, My 
ſiſter is married with great gladneſs, but no man careth 
for my company; what ſhall I do, I know not. Then 
laid the emperor, My daughter, I ſhall proclaim, that 


what man will marry thee, I ſhall aſſure him the em- 


pire after my deceaſe. Then this young lady, tho' ſhe 
was ill favoured, rejoiced greatly. Soon after there 


came a young knight which eſpouſed the lady, and 


after the death of the emperor, he was crowned em. 
peror, and the empreſs : and they lived long in peace. 
The MO3 A Ly 

Dear fricnds, this emperor betokeneth Chriſt, 
which had two daughters: The fair daughter is the 
world which is delectable to many men: the ſoul is 
poverty and trouble, whom few men deſire. Never- 
theleſs, a proclamation was made in ſcripture, that 
whoſo would have the world, {ſhould have nothing 


with her but her fairneſs; that is worldly.vanities. 


But whoſo will marry the foul daughter that is re- 
ceive trouble for God's love, ſhall obtain the empire 


ol heaven. 


Many have ſougbt for the fair daughter, that is, 
travelled by ſea and land, for riches and there be 
many ſlain, for there is nothing here but pride and co- 
vetouineſs, by which the world is put to great damage, 
ſo he that married the fair daughter, is he that ſetteth 
his affections on this world. But he that marrieth the 
foul daughter; that is the good Chriſtian, which for 
the love of heavenly joys forſaketh this world, and 
obeycth God in all things, fach a man certainly ſhall 
obtain heaven, Unto which bring us our Lord Jctus, 
Amen. 

The ARGUMENT. 
Devotion, prayer, and thankſgiving, is a faveet muſic in 
the ears of God. We are hereby warned after offending, 


not 10 relapſe again; but to bathe gurſelves in the well of 
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repentance, that ꝛbe may live with Chrift in everlaſi- 
ing joy. 
The Twenty-eight Hiſtory. 
N Rome dwelt the emperor, Andromicha, who 
much loved muſic. He had witkin his palace a 
well, that whoſoever were drunk, by drinking the 
water *« zreof, ſhould become ſober again. There alſo 
dwelt in the court a knight named Ydrony, who of- 
tentimes would be drunk. And when he perceived 
himſelf drunk, then he drank of. that water, ſo that 
whatſoever the emperor faid unto him, he anſwered 
ſo, that no drunkenneſs might be ſeen in him; and he 
was greatly beloved of the emperor. 

Once this emperor heard in the foreſt a nightingale 
ſinging, and often roſe carly to hear his ſweet ſong, 
wherefore many of his men ſaid, our lord delighteth 
ſo much in the nightingale's ſong and in Ydrony, that 
his love is withdrawn from us: Then ſaid an old knight, 
if you will follow my counſel I ſhall deliver you of the 
knight Ydrony, and of this Nightingale. So he chan- 
ced to eſpy this knight Ydrony drunk, wherefore he 
locked the well, and when Ydrony came to refreſi 
hin.t2if, he found it locked. 

Now the emperor having a great buſineſs to do, ſent 
for this knight, but he was ſo druak that he could not 
move his tongue. So when the emperor ſaw this he 
was vexed, and comr..nded him to be no more ſeen in 
his land on pain of death. Then his foes rejoiced and 
faid, Now let us find a way to be delivered of the 
nightiogale. So not long after, this old knight eſpyed 


that the nightingale uſcd to fit upon a tree above the 


foreſaid well, where ber mate came to ber; never- 
theleſs in his abſence ſhe took often another mate, and 
then deſcended to the well to bathe herſelf, that her 
mate ſhould feel no evil ſcent of what ſhe had done. 
When the knight had ſcen this, he locked the well, 
and when the nightingale would have deſcended, ſhe 


% 


found the well cloſed : Wherctore ſhe flzw into the 
tree again. Then came her mate, and ſaw what ſhe 
had done then brought a great multitude of nightio- 
pales, and tore his mate in pieces. 

And thus was the knight put away, and the night- 
iogale ſlain, aud the emperor diſappointed of his wont- 
ed comfort. 


The MOR AL. 

This emperor betokeneth Chriſt, who loveth the 
ſong of devotion ; the well betokeneth acknowledging 
of ſins, therefore if any be drunk with ſin, let him ac- 
knowledge his fins, and he ſhall be fafe. 

This Ydrony b tokeneth every man that returneth 
again to fin after his repentance. Nevertheleſs, if he 
that hath thus ſinned, will driuk of the well of ac- 
knowledging his fin, be Mall receive ſpiritual ſtrength, 

The nightingale betokeneth the ſoul that ſitteth on 
the tree of holy doctrine. But this ſoul doth evil 
as oft as ſhe conſcuteth to ſin, nevertheleſs if ſhebathe 


herſclf with the waters of contrition, God ſhall love 


her. But the fiends of hell withdraw us from acknow- 
ledgment, and reconciliation of ourſelves to God, And 
thus many have been put to death everlaſtingly. And 
therefore ſtudy we to bathe our ſouls with the water 
of contrition;z and then we ſhall be ſure to have joy 
everlaſting. Unto which God bring us all, Amcn. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Every gord Chriſtian cught to prepare again} the afſaults 


of the devil ; wwe are here put in mind of our deliverance 


by the blos of Chᷣriſt, which is a terror is the devil, if 


ve believe in him as the bultwark of our Salvation. 
The Twenty-dinth Hiſtory. 
N Rome there dwelt an emperor named Hermes, 
which had a city, firongly walled, and a bell 
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hanging in the midſt of it. Whenſoever the emperor 

went to battle this bell was rung: but no man could 
' ring the bell, but a virgin. Now it befel that many 
venomous beaſts poiſoned numbers of the inhabitants 
| of the city: wheretore they cried, What ſhall we do? 
| we are in danger of periſhing by reaſon of theſe cruel 
beaſts. Then ſaid the emperor to his wiſe men, what 
think you is beſt to be done in this matter ? At which 
| one of the wiſeſt of them anſwered, and ſaid, My lord, 
in your palace is a lion; ſet up a piece of timber, and 
thereunto let him benaz.d, and when other venomous 
beaſts ſee him thus uſed, they will forſake our city, 
and we will live in ſafety. Then they did fo to the 
lion, and the other beaſts fled for fear, and came ao 
more thither. 
| The MOR AL. | 

Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth God, the city 

betokeneth the ſoul walled about with virtues. The 
bell is a clearrconſcience, that warneth a man when he 
ſhould fight againſt the devil: the virgin is reaſon : the 
venomous beaſts betoken the fiends of Hell, which de- 
| ſtroy mankind, 
The inhabitants of the city, betoken the patriarchs 
and - prophets, which beſought God that mankind 
might be ſaved; and it was counſelled that a Lion, 
that is Chriſt, ſhould be nailed upon the croſs ; for 
which the devil dares not come nigh them. And thus 
men come to everlaſting bliſs. Unto the which bring 
us, O Lamb of God, who ſhed thy precious blood 
g | for us. Amen. 
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7 The ARGUMENT. 

Here is ſignified the thrald;m of man by fin, till Chrif 
 dcſcended to ſet him at liberty, and put him in poſſeſſion 
of (he palace of everlaſling felicity. 

1! The thirtieth Hiſtory. 
5 N Rome there dwelt an emperor, named Menelay, 
who ordained that what innocent perſon was put 


— 


in priſon, if he might eſcape to the palace, he ſhould 
be ſafe. Not long after a knight was accuſed and put 
in priſon, where he lay a long time, and had no light 
but at a little window : whereat he mourned greatly. 
Nevertheleſs, there came daily a Nightingale to the 
window, and ſung full ſweetly, and when ſhe left off 
ſinging» ſhe flew into the knight's boſom, and he fed 
her. It happened one day that the knight was great- 
ly caſt down : nevertheleſs, the bird fed on kernels of 
nuts, aud he ſaid, ſweet bird, I have ſuſtained thee 
a long time, what wilt thou give me now to comfort 
me ? remember thyſelf well. | 
When the bird heard this, ſhe flew away and tar- 
ried three days, and then brought in her mouth a 
precious ſtone, and laid it in the knight's boſom : the 
knight marvelling took the ſtone, and touched his fet- 
ters therewith, and they hoff. And then he touch- 
ed the doors of the priſon, and they opened, and he 
eſcaped to the palace. Then the keeper blew his 
horn thrice, and cried, the thief is gone. And with 
that he ran towards the knight, but the knight ſhot 


an arrow wherewith he ſlew him, and then ran to the 


palace, where he found ſuccour againſt the law. 
The MOR AL. 

Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth Chriſt, who 
ordained a law, that what perſon might eſcape an: 
come to him by amendment of life, ſhould find per- 
petual help. This knight betokeneth cry one that 
is innocent, and accuted unjuſtly: the keeper be- 
4tokencth the devil, that keepeth men faſt bound by 
fn: the third betokeneth the voice of heaven, that 
faith, turn. again, and I will receive thee to grace. 
For when mankind was in thraldom to Satan in the 
priſon of hell; Chriſt brought all mankind out of the 
priſon of hell; therefore let us touch our. ſins with 
the ſtone, that is by acknowledging our ſin, and then 
the chains of our oppreſſion ſhall be broken, and we 
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ſhall obtain help in the palace of heaven. And if the 


Devil blow the horn of ſin, then ler vs ſhoot at him 
the arrow of faith and repentance, and he ſhall flee 
from us, and then we may obtain heavenly bliſs. Un- 
to the which bring us our Lord Jclus Chriſt. Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


A poor man exalted to dignity, is here adnonifhed not to be 
unthankful, elſe God wiil deſpsje him, and he that hel- 
ped thee, be he never ſo baſe, may have better favour 
with God and man than thyſelf, wwherefore be warned of 
ingratitude, and nao thyſelf, thy God, and thy friend. 

The Thirty-firſt Hiſtory, 
HERE dwelt in Rome an emperor named Ebo- 
lides, who walked into a foreſt to take his 
pleaſure, where he met a poor man, and ſaid to 
him, Friend, whence art thou? My lord, quoth he, 

I am your ſubject, and am in great poverty. Then 

{11d the emperor, It thou wert true, I would promote 

thee to great riches ; tell me thy name, quoth he, I 

am called Lentulus, and I will do you true ſervice, 

and if otherwiſe let me be puniſhed ; then the empe- 
ror made him a knight and ſteward of his land. But 
then he waxed proud, and deſpiſed all men. Not 
long after, this ſteward rode by a foreſt, and charged 
the foreſter to make an hnndred pits in the ground, 
and cover them with graſs and ſmall boughs, that 
wild beaſts might fall in, and be taken. Not long 
after, as he rode to ſee if theſe pits were made, he 
bethought how wealthy and mighty a man he was, 

and ſaid to himſelf, there is no man greater than I, 

and with that he fell into one of the pits, and for the 

decpneſs could not riſe again, wherefore he was in 
great perplexity z and ſtraightway came a fierce lion, 
and fell into the ſame pit, alſo an ape, and ſerpent. 

Then the ſteward was exceedingly afraid, 


( Go 

There was a poor man, named Guy, that had on- 
Iy an aſs, whereon he carried ſticks and wood from 
the foreſt, and ſold them for his ſuſtenance. —— This 
poor Guy came by the deep pit, and heard a man cry, 


For God's ſake help me, and I ſhall recompenſe thee.” 


Then this poor Guy ſtood ſtill on the pit's brink, and 
faid, Friend, I am come, why haſt thou called me ? 
Then ſaid the knight, I am ſteward to the emperor, 
and am fallen into the pit, and here be a lion, an ape, 
and an horrible ſerpent, and I fear I ſhall be devoured : 
therefore get a long rope to draw me out, and I will 
make thee rich for ever hercafter. Then ſaid poor 
Guy, I have nothing to live on but that gather wood, 
and ſell it, wherewith I am ſuſtained : nevertheleſs I 
ſhall fulfil thy will : and if thou reward me not, it 
will be a great loſs to me and to my poor wife. Then 
the ſteward ſwore to promote him to great honour aad 
wealth. Then Guy went and bought a long rope, and 
came to the pit, and ſaid, Bind thee about the middle 
therewith, that I may pull thee up. But the lion caught 
the rope, and Guy drew up the lion, who thanked 
him in his manner, and ran to the wood. The fecond 
time that Guy let down the rope, the ape caught it 


and was drawn up; he thanked Guy in his manner. , 


The third time he drew up the ſerpent. Then the 
ſteward cried, O my dear friend, now let down the 
rope to me. Then the ſteward bound himſelf about 
the middle, and Guy drew him up. And then he ſaid 
to Guy, Come to me to-morrow, and Iwill reward 
thee. When Guy went heme, his wife demanded 


why he gathered no wood that day? then he told her 


of the event as it befel, and that he ſhould go and fetch 
his re*. ird on the morrow. So Guy went to the pa- 
Jace, and ſaid to the porter, I pray thee go to the 
ſteward, and ſay to him, that there is a poor man at 
the gate that ſpake with him yeſterday in the foreſt: 


the porter went and told the ſteward; then ſaid theþ 
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ſteward, he lieth, charge him that he trouble me no 
more. Then went poor Guy ſorrowful home: but 
his wife ſaid, go you again and prove him thrice, 

Then on the morrow he went to the porter, pray- 
ing him to do his errand again: the porter ſaid, But 
I fear it will be to thy hurt. $6 he told the ſteward, 
that this poor man was again returned : then the ſtew- 
ard wetit out and beat poor Guy, and left him in pe- 
ril of death : then his wife came with her aſs, and led 
him home, and all that ſhe had ſhe ſpent on phyſicians 
to help him; and when he was whole, he went ta the 
foreſt as he wont, And as he went he ſaw a lion driv- 
ing before him ten aſſes, laden with rich jewels and 
merchandiſe ; and he knew that it was the lion he 
drew out of the pit: this hon left not Guy till all the 
aſſes were entered into Hi ry and then the lion ran 
into the wood. Guy found great riches therein: and 
made prociamation of them, but none challenged them. 
So Guy fold the goods, and was made rich: never- 
theleſs he went to the foreſt as before. And one 
time he eſpied the ape on the top of a tree, breaking 
boughs and throwing them down, ſo that he ſoen 
loaded his ais Now as he ſat binding his faggots, he 
he ſaw the ſerpent that he drew out of the pit, bear- 
ing in ler mouth a precious ſtöne of three colours, 
which ſh let fall at his feet, and went away: then 
Guy took: np the ſtone, arid went to a jeweller, and 
ſaid, tell me the property of this precious ſtone ; then 
faid the je:weller this ſtone hath three properties, viz. 
Joy witho ut ſorrow ; plenty without want; and light 
without d arknefs :- and it hath another virtue, that if 
he fell it for leſs than its worth, the ſtone returneth 


again to Dim. £39 


Not long after, Guy bought great poſſeſſions, and 
was a meide a knight. Now the emperor ſaid to him, 
my frienc!, ſometime” thou wert in poverty, and art 


rich by virtue of . ſell me that 


ww 
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ſtone. Sir Guy anſwered, That may I not do; for fo 
long as I have that ſtone, I am ſure of joy without 
ſorrow, plenty without want, and light without dark- 
neſs. Then the emperor had a greater deſire to buy 
the ſtone than ever, and ſaid, either forſake the em- 
pire, or fell me, the ſtone. | Then ſaid he, My lord, 
it is at your diſpoſal; nevertheleſs, I tell you, if you 
pay not for it as it is worth, it will come to me again: 

then the emperor gave him a thouſand pound for it. 

On the morrow Sir Guy tound the ſtone in his 
coffer which he had fold the emperor : then wevt he 
again to the emperor, and ſaid, Yeſterday I fold you 
a ſtone, which I would fain fee. The emperor vent 
for the ſtone, but found it not, wherefore he came 

again and told Sir Guy it was loſt; then faid Sir Guy, 
I told you yeſterday, that T might not ſell it, except 
J had the value thereof; and yeſterday I received a 
thouſand pound of you, therefore, and this day I 
found it in my coffer again, and with that he ſhewed 
it to the emperor, who ſaid, Sir Guy, tell me how 
thou cameſt by this ſtone ; then Sir Guy told the 
emperor all his adventures in the foreſt, and how the 
ſteward inſtead of rewarding him, had bruiſed and 
eat him. When the emperor heard this, his heart 
was moved againſt the ſteward, and {aid to him; 
thou wretched creature, unreaſonable beaſts rewarded 
bim, and thou a reaſonable man beat him that ſaved 
thee out of the pit; therefore I judge thee to be hang- 
' ed this day, and all thy goods and lands I grant to Sir 
Guy; and he ſhall be my ſteward. When Sir Guy 
was thus rewarded, he was well beloved as long as he 
lived, and ended his life with honour and peace. 
The MOR AL. 

This emperor betokeneth the Father of heaven; 
the poor man betokeneth every man that is promoted 
to riches and honour. But many ſuch cauſe dei ip pits to 
be made, of unkindneſs, aud f again ſt ümple 
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men, into-which they oft fall themſelves : this Guy 
betokens every godiy man, fearing God in the foreſt 
of this world; his wood betokeneth his faith and good 
works, which he carrieth upon his als, or human en- 
deavour: this Guy draweth up the lion, that is man's 
ſoul, out of the pit, by the cord of virtues; he drew 
np the ape alſo, that is contrary will to reaſon, for of 
all beaſts the ape is moſt like man. He drew up alſo a 
ſerpent, by which is to be underſtood repentance : then 
at the laſt he drew vp the ſteward from the pit of ſin. 
Phe lion gave the godly poor man ten aſſes laden 
with merchandiſe, that js, Chriſt gives unto every 
righteous man ten commandments : the ape alſo ga- 
thered him wood, as oft as the juſt man worketh the 
fruits of faith: the ſerpent alſo gave him a little ſtone 
of three diverſe colours, which betokeneth our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom we ſeck by repentance ; for Chriſt 
faith, Jam a liviag ſtone. Chriit hath three colours, 
which betokeneth the power of che Father, the wiſdom 
of the Son, and the humility of the Holy Ghoſt: there- 
fore whoſoever gets this precious ſtone, ſhall have joy 
without ſorrow, plenty without want, and light without 
Garkneſs, Unto which bring us, Lord Jeſus. Amen. 


The ARGUMENT. 
By the nativity of Chriſ is gladneſs and ſalvation ; yet it 


man untLonkful unio Gad, We are warned to cleave to 


Chriſt by faith and hape. The preachers of God's werd 
are ſent 19 confound the devil by found doctrine. Life 
and deaiſ is ſet be{ore-men : awe ounht to chooſe that life 
that may be for ous everlaſting comfart, to which bring 
us, good Lohd. Amen, 2 
| The Thirty-ſecond Hiſtory. | 
a dwelt in Rome an emperor, named Ad- 
| felm, who was a lon# time without a child, 
wherefore the nobles were ſorrowful. Anſelm one 
evening bethought himſelf that he had no heir, and 
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how the king of Ampuly warred on him continually, 


and had no ſon to make defence in his abſence. He 


law a viſion in his ſleep; viz. The morning more 
clear than its uſual, and the moon paler on, the cr:g 
ſide than the other ; and he ſaw a bird of two colors, 
fed by two beaſts, with their heat; and then come 
more beaſts, bowing their breaſts towards the bird, 
and went their way: then came three birds that ſwog 
A ſwectly, that the emperor awaked. In the morn- 
ing he called his philoſophers and nobles, and told 
them his dream, charging them to tell him the ſigni— 
8 thereof. When the cmpceror told it to them, 
he philoſophers anſwered, the viſion betokeneth 
— the moon betokeneth the empreſs, that hath 


oft part of her colour thro? the conception of i ſon 


the little bird betokeneth the fon that ſhe ſhall bear; 
the two beaſts betokeneth the men of the empire, 
which ſhall obey the ſen ; the other beaſts betoken- 
eth other nations that ſhall do him homage : theſe 
birds that ſang ſg ſweetly betokneth the Romans, who 
ſhall rejoice becauſe of his birth. This is the i interpre- 
tation of your dream. 

Soon after, the empreſs was delivered of a ſon ;— j— 
When the king of Ampuly heard this, he thought thus 
with himſelf, Naw he hath a fon, who when he com- 
eth to maturity, will revenge my wrong done againſt 
his father; therefore I will ſend to his father and in- 
treat peace. Then the emperor wrote again to him, 


that if he would find good and ſufficient ſureties to 


keep the peace, to do him homage, and to pay a cer- 


- tain tribute, he would grant him peace. 


When the kidg read the emperor's letter, he called 


his council: then ſaid they, in that ke defired ſurety for 


the peace, to this we anſwer, Ye have but one daugh- 
ter, and the emperor but one fon ; wherefore let them 
marry, and that may be perpetual peace. I hea the king 
ſcnt meſſengers to the emperor, craving that his ſou 


— 
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and his daughter 1 be married. All this pleaſed 
the;emperor, yctthe ſent again, ſaying, If his daugh- 
ter were a clean virgin he would conſent. Now the 
king's daughter was a pure virgin: therefore the king 
furniſhed a fair ſhip wherein he might ſend. his daugh- 
ter to the emperor z but a florm aroſe, and the thip 
broke upon a rock, and they were all drowned, fave 
only the young lady, and when the tempeſt ceaſed, a 
huge whale followed to devour both the ſhip aud her: 
Wherefore the {mote fire with a ſtone, wherewith 
the ſhip was lightued, and the whale durſt not ad- 
venture for fear; of the light. But at cock crowing, 
this young lady flept, and the fire ccaſed, and the 
whale came and devoured the virgin. And when ſhe 
awaked and found herſelf in the whale's belly, ſhe 
with a knife wounded the whale ;, and when the 
whale felt himſelf wounded, he ſwam to land: there 
was in the country near by, a noble earl, named Pir- 
ris, who ſaw the whale coming to land; ; Wherefore 
he wounded him; and the maiden in his belly cryed,, 
O friends, have mercy on me, for Lam a king's daugh- 
ter, and a true virgin. When the earl heard this, he 
wondered, and opening the whale took out the young 
lady. And when the carl heard her ſtory, he com- 
forted and kept her till ſhe was refreſhed.. And in 
the mean time he ſeat meſſengers to the emperor, let 
ting him to know how the klug's daughter was ſaved; 

Then the emperor ſaid, Ah good maiden, for the 
love of my ſon thou haſt {uffered much; nevertheleſs: 
if thou be worthy. to be his wife, foon ſhail I prove. 
And he cauſed three veſſels to be brought: the firſt 
of pure gold, but within full of dead men's bones, 
and on it was graven this poeſy, Whoſo chooſeth me, 
Mall find what he deſerveth : the ſecond veſſel was 
of ſilver,” filled with earth and worms, and the poeſyt 
was, W holp chooſeth me ſhall find what his nature: 
deſireih: the third * of We of precious 

| 3 
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ſtones, with this pocſy, Whoſo choof.th me ſhall 
find that God. hath diſpoſed for him. Theſe veſſels 
the emperor ſhewed her, and then faid, if thou chooſe | 
q not that one wherein is profit to thee and others, then 
'— ſhalt thou dot have my ſon. And with that ſhe beheld 
| the fir{Þ veſſel, and read the ſuperſcription, ſaying tho 
this veſſel be precious, and of pure gold, I know not 
what is within; therefore will I not chooſe it. And 
} then beheld ſhe the ſecond bf ſilver and read the ſu- 
N perſcription, thinking thus, It I chooſe this, I know 
1 there ſhall I find that nature deſireth, viz. the luſt of 
j the fleſh, and therefore this veſſel will I not chooſe. 

When the emperor heard this, he ſaid, Fair mai- 
den, open the third veſſel, and ſee if thou haſt well 
choſen or no. And ſhe found it full of gold and pre- 
cious ſtones: then ſaid the emperor, thou haſt wiſely 
choten, thou ſhalt marry my ſon; and ſo they were 
married with great ſolemnity, aud with much honour 
continued to their lives end. | 

The MORA TL. 

This emperor betokeneth the Father of heaven: 
the empreſs conceived when the angel Gabriel ſaid, 
Lo, thou ſhalt conceive and bear a Child, the firmas 
ment began to clear when he lightened the world with 

his birth, the moon began to wax pale, when the face 
of the Virgin was overſhadowed by the Holy Ghoſt : 
this little bird betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the 
two beaſts betokeneth the ox and the aſs, that Joſeph 
brought with him, which honoured him in his birth; 
theſe other beaſts betokeneth all mankind. But when 
Chriſt was born he beſought peace from God in bap- 
tiſm, at our baptiſm we promiſed to forſake the devil 
and his luſts: the king gave his daughter in marriage 
to the emperor's fon ; ſo every one ought-to give his 
ſoul in marriage to God. But our foul muft fail by 
the ſea of this world; where ariſeth a tempeſt, that is, 
trouble, tm putiod; and evil ſuggeſtions, and drown 
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eth the virtues that dhe ſoul. received in baptiſm-; the 
great whale is the devil who licth in wait for the ſoul; 
therefore let us ſmit2 the fire of charity, and the devil 
{hall have no power over us. Many men begin well, 
but at laſt: fleep in fin. When the devil perceiveth 
this, he devoureth the ſinner ; therefore let us ſmite 
the devil with the knife of repentance, then kindle the 
fire of charity, and then he ſhall caſt thee on the land 
of good life. 

The earl that came to ſlay the whale, betokeneth a 
revacher; which dwelleth beſide the ſea, that is, be- 
ſide the world, and not in the world. We muſt all 
cry as the maiden did, acknowledging our fins, and 
thea we ſhall be delivered from the devil : the empe- 
ror ſheweth this maiden three veſſels, that is, God 
putteth before man life and death. And yet man is 
uncertain whether he will chooſe life or death. 

By the firſt veſſel is underſtood rich men, who ſhine 
like gold in the world; yet are full of dead men's 
bones, that is, evil works: therefore if any man chooſe 
ſuch a life, he ſhall have that he deſerveth. By the 
ſecond veſſel we underſtand ſome wiſe men who ſhine 
in fair ſpeeches, bur within they be full of worms and 
earth; that is, their fair ſpeech ſhall not avail them 
at the day of judgment, for they ſhall ſuffer everlaſt- 
ing pain. By the third veſſel we are to underſtand, a 
ſimple and pure life of humility and obedience, and 
ſuch men bear precious ſtones ; ' that is, faith and 
works pleaſing to God; by which they be eſpovſed 
to Chriſt, and obtain the heritage of heaven. Unto 


the which bring us our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt that died 


on the croſs. Amen, 
The ARGUMENT. 
Many by baptiſm promiſed to forſake the devil. Chrifft for- 
roweth for our fins ; he requireth ſervice of us at fix 
ſeveral ages, but we are unready for him, yet God ſpar- 
ub us even till the laſt, and if then ave repent, he wilt 
receive us into his heavenly mercy and favgur, 
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The Fhirty-third Hiſtory... | 
Here dwelt in Rome an emperor, — Calapo- 
dus, who took a fair lady to wife, who bear him 
a ion. Whcu he came*to twenty years of age, he ſaid, 
Father, you are old, and not fit to, govern : therefore 
give it to me, and live at your caſe :/then anſwered 
the emperor, I will have a letter obligatory, that when- 
ſoever you do any thing againſt my will, that then [I 
will depoſe you: then the ſon granted this, but after- 
wards be waxed ſo proud, thatche feared neither God 
nor man. But his father ſuffered it patiently. 


At laſt there fell a great darth, fo that many died 
for want: this old emperor was by himſelf, and began 


to have need; wherefore he went to his fon for main- 
tenance, which his ſon granted. But in ſhôrt time his 
father fell ſick, and prayed his ſon to give him adraught 
of mult ; his ton ſaid, my mult is not good for you: 

then ſaid the emperor, give me a draughtof thy wine. 


His fon ſaid, my wine is not yet fiacd, and I will not- 


broach it till it be cleared: then ſaid his father, give 
me ſome of the third tun: that I will not do, ſaid he, 


for it is not good for a ſick man: then his father aſked. 


him for a draught of the fourth tun. But he faid, it 


is weak and not good for you: then ſaid his father, 
9 me then of the fifth tun. No, quoth he, for it is 
all of dregs, and ſcarcely fit for hogs. So when, his: 


father was well, he went to the king of Jeruſalem, and 


complained of his ſon, and ſhewed him the/letter 6bli-. 
gatory. When the king heard this, he called the em- 
peror's ſon to auſwer, but he could not: wherefore the. 
king put. him out of his empire, and ſeated: his father. 


there again; and fo continued all the days of his life, 
The MORAL. 


This emperor betokeneth Jefus Chriſt; the ſon be- 


tokeneth mankind to whom he gave this world. Man- 
kind made an obligation in baptiſm, to ſerve Chriſt and 


tor ſake the devil, and his works. This erer began: 


— 


00 * 93 
n — 


69 
to wax ſick; that is, Chriſt is troubled when men 
break his commandments, wherefore he thirſts to help 
our fouls, and then he afketh a draught of the firſt 
tun; that is, the firſt age of childhood to be ſpent in 
his ſervice, but the wicked child anſwereth and faith, 
No, for my childhood is muſty; that is, it is ſo young 
that jt may not attempt to ſerve God. Then God de- 
ſireth of the wine of the ſecond tun; then anſwereth 
the wicked youth and ſaith, that his wine is not apt to 
ſerve God. And then aſketh he of the third tun; 
that is his youth. Then anſwereth the young map, 
the wine is very ſtrong, and ought to be ſpent in manly 
deeds on this world, and not in good life, which would 
make him feeble : then aſketh he of the fourth tun. 
And then anſwered the wicked man, Aged men are 
feeble, and may not faſt to cauſe his own death: then 
alketh our Lord of the fifth tun; that is, of old age. 
But the wicked old man faith that his wine is toa 
feeble, for if-he ſhould faſt one day, it were time on 
the morrow to. make his grave ; and then aſketh he of 
the ſixth tun, that is, when a man is blind. But the 
wretched man ſaith, woe to me, becauſe I ſerved nor 
God while I was in youth; now there is nothing left 
put the lees and dregs of wretchedneſs; therefore 
- wharQall: it avail me now to turn towards God ? 

.' Nevertheleſs, God is merciful ; and he is content to 
| kavs the lees of his tun : that is, 'the good will, tho“ 
he doth not ſer ve him otherwiſe. Dut there be many 
that will give nothing to bim; wherefore Chriſt ſhall 
complain to the kingof Jeruſalemat the judgment day, 
and then ſhall he give ſentence, ſaying, I have hun- 
or:d, and ye gave me no meat; I have been naked, 
&c. And when this done, then ſhall ſuch men be put 
to everlaſting pain, from which deliver us our Lord 
Jefus Chrilt. Amen. 
FFF 

Ihe ARG U M E N T | 
Man being captivated by Satan, the heavenly Fakes did 
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 *fpoufe kim and embrace him within the boſom of love yet 

the tvorld grudgeth that we Houlil ſerve our God and for- 

Jo her, but to eſchewp ſuch malignity ave are here taught. 
1 The thirty-fourth- Hiftory. 

N Rome dwelt a mighty emperor, n. amed Anthony, 

in whoſe reipn the rovers had taken priſoner a 
mighty man's ſon of another region, and brought him 
to this emperor's priſon : this young man wrote to his 
father for his ranſom, but he would not fend it; fo he 
wept fore for the unkindneſs of his father. This em- 
peror had a daughter, which viſited the priſoner, wiſh- 
ing him to be merry: to whom he anrvered, How ſhall 
I be merry thus bound in priſon, and my father will not 
pay my ranſom? the maiden was moved with pity, and 
faid, if thou wilt make me thy wife, I ſhabl deliver thee 
from thine anguiſh: then ſaid the priſoner, I promiſe 
to fulfill your requeſt, and then the damfel delivered 
bim, and fled with him to his father'sthouſe. 

When his father ſa him, he aſked why he brought 
the maiden with him? then ſaid his ſony this damſel 
delivered me out of priſon; and therefore the ſhall be 
my. wife. Then ſaid his father, I will conſent for two 
cauſes: the firſt is, that her father might have hag for 
thy deliverance great plenty of riches, and ſo being 
falſe to her own father might have had for thy deli- 
verance great plenty of richee, and fo being falſe to 
her on father, ſhe will not be true to another man : 
the ſecond reaſon is the cauſe why ſhe delivered thee, 
was only for carnal luſt. For at they deliverance ſhe 
made covenant with thee to be thy wife. | 
The maiden anſwered and f:id, as for the firſt rea- 
ſon, that I ſhould be notruc to my father, that is falſe; 
for my father hath plenty of riches, and therefore L 
helped him for pity, for thou his father wouldſt not 
pay his ranſom. Unto the other reaſon, that I deii- 
vered him for Juſt; for all carnal love is cauſed by 
beauty: now - his impriſonment had takcu away his 


I 
rength and beauty: for "i was brought. low and un- 
luſty to ſport, aud therefore pity only moved me to 
deliver him. Then ſaid the ſon, I was in peril of 
death, and wrote unto you for my ranſom, and you. 
would not help me, but this gentle damſel hath ſaved 
me from death, therefore ſurely ſhe thall be my wife. 
So forthwith. he. married her with great honour, and 
with her ended. his life. 

; The MORAL. 

"Door friends, this emperor betokeneth the Father of 
heaven ; the young man betokeneth all mankind which 
was taken by the fin of Adam, and caſt into the priſon 
of hell. His father would not ranſom him; that is, the 
world wovld do nothing for him. This fair daughter 

betokeneth the God-head, which took manhood of the 
Virgin Mary, and upon this condition he deiivered man- 
kind ont of the priſon of hell. But the father that is 
the world, would not ſuffer that man ſhonld become the 
ſpouſe of Jeſus:Chriſt, but that he would forfake our 
Lord. Therefore it we follow the world, we (hall fall 
into the ſnare af the devil. From the which defend 
ts our bleſſed Saviour Jefus Chriſt. Amen. 
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The ARGUMENT. 
1t ts the ordinance of Ged, that no man fhall labour for 
worldly prometton by any evil courſes. Alan for his 
| firſt tranſgreſſion ſhould have been judged to hell, had 
not the Sin of God by his death, ſaved wake aly 
deflrcyed Satan, fo that ther 90 he might live with him 
everiaftingly. | 
The thirty- fifth Hiſtory. 
Here dwelt in Rome an emperor named Alexan- 
der, which loved the virtue of bounty, where- 
fore he ordained, that no man on pain of death ſhould 
turn a lake at his meat, but only eat the white ſide, 
elſe he ſhould ſufler death, but ere he died, he ſhould 
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aſk three petitions of the emperor, (except his life) 
which ſhould be granted him. There came an earl, 
and his ſon, from a ſtrange country, and dined with 
the emperor; and was ſerved with flukes, after he had 
eaten the white ſide he turned the black ſide and be- 
f gan to eat, wherefore he was accuſed to the emperor, 
q becauſe he had offended apainſt the law. 
1 Then the earl's ſon fell on his knees, and ſaid to 
the emperor, let me die for my father: then ſaid the 
emperor, it pleaſeth me. Then ſaid the earl's ſon, I 
aſk the benefit of the law; that is, that I may have 
my three petitions granted: the firſt is, I deſire that 
your dawghter may ly one night with me before I die, 
which the emperer granted againſt his will: but this 
knight defloured her not. The ſecond petition is this, 
I aſk all thy treaſure, and the emperor granted it. 
Then the ear}'s ſon imparte d it both to ꝓoor and rich, 
and thereby obtained their good will. My third peti- 
tion 1: this, that all their eyes may be put out that ſaw 
my father eat the black fide of the fluke. And they 
that ſaw him ſaid within themſelves, if we acknow- 
ledge that we ſaw him, then ſhall our eyes be put out. 
And ſo none would accuſe him. Then ſaid the em- 
peror, as no man will acknowſjedge that they ſaw him 
turn the fluke, therefore I will not that thy father ſhall 
die. Lo, thus the ſon ſaved his father's life. 
The MORAL. _ 

Dear friends this emperor betokeneth God, which 
erdained, that no man ſhould turn the black f de of a 
Anke : that is no man to labour for riches by falſehood. 
The earl betokeneth Adam, who turned up the black 
ſide, when he eat the forbidden fruit, but his ſon, that j 
betokeneth Chriſt, proffercd himſelf to die for bim; 
and God pranted that he ſhou!d die for mankind. . # 

Before he died, he aſkedthreepetitions. The firſt was, 
that he might have his daughter, which betokeneth the 3 
foul of man, and bring her to his boſom. The ſecond + £ 


petition was this, all the emperor's treaſure, which 
6 | betokeneth the treaſure of heaven. The one peti- 


* The ARGUMENT. 
” The Father ef heaven promoteth ſome poor men, but they ex- 

* toiling themſelves awithout ak of G:d"s goodneſs, are 
again made abjet, The devil worketh deceit againſt 
the godly. Chriſt came to miniſter eternal life unto our 
ſouls, which before wwere dead; and to purchaſe happi- 
neſs with his blood. 

The Thirty-fixth Hiſtory. 

N Rome there dwelt an emperor, named Leonicius, 
Bo who met in a foreſt with a poor man, to whom he 
£7 ſaid thou ſeemeſt poor, but if thou be honeſt, I will 
promote thee to great riches and honour : which the 
J 2 emperor ſoon did. When he was thus promoted, he 
- waxed proud, and wanted to uſurp to be emperor. 
| f When the emperor heard this, anon he exiled him and 
all his party, and ordained other men in their ſtead. 
And when the baniſhed men heard that ſtrangers had 

taken poſſeſſion of their goods, they requeſted them to 
a a banquet, where they gave them ive poiſoned meſſes, 
} whereby they died inſtantly. Then faid the emperor's 
ſon, my lord not far hence is a nation, where dwel- 
3” Icth a maiden which hath an orchard, wherein is a 
well, the water whereof being caſt upon a dead man, 
y 4 he ſhall live. And ſtraightway the emperor's ſon went 
iato the ſaid nation, and fell in conceit with the maid- 
en, cotered into the garden, and taſted the water. And 
then he made five deep trenches in the ground, in 
1 which the water ran till it came where the dead men 
e lay, and when the water touched them they aroſe to 
d a2 fe. And when the 1 1 law this, he crowned 
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his ſon with a lawrel crown in token of victory and 
ſo he ended his life in reſt and peace. 
The MOR AL. 

Dear friends, this emperor betokencth the Father 
of heaven. The poor, man betokeneth Lucifer that 
was exalted, enthroned in heaven, but thought he 
might be more than God; wherefore he was <xiled | 
to hell; and in his place man was exalted. The de- 
vil ſeeing this, bade Adam and Eve to a banquet, when 
when they did eat of the apple againſt God's com- 

mandment. And at this banquet they were ſerved Bp 
with five poiſoned meſſes, that is their five wits accord- Þ 
ing in eating the apple, This hearing the empcror's 1 
ſon, Chriſt Jeſus, he came down from heaven and 
found in the bleſſed Virgin Mary the well of a man 
hood, and conjoined it to the God-head. After that 1 
he made five trenches in the ground, that is, five *Y 
wounds in his body, out of which ran both blood and 3 33 
water whereby all mankind was raited from death to of, 
life. Unto the which bring us, our bleſſed Saviour 1 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
Pn rar noel 

The ARGUMENT. 'H 

The Father of heaven extend:th his go:dneſs towards un, 8 

jet he taketh contrary ways for which Ming extled from 
elicity, he leads a nuſerable life: but being rec onciled ly 

the death of his Savicur, he repaſſſetb the heritage 7 


heaven. 
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The Thirty-ſeventh Hiſtory SOS 

N the reign of the emperor Duſtanus, there dwelt ! 

a knight that had two ſons. One of them married 

a common harlot. The knight hearing this, 100 


+ 


him ; he begot on this woman a ſon, and falling fick 
beſought his father for mercy, who took compaſſion 
on him. And when he was brought again to his fa- 
ther, he gave his child to him, who nouriſhed him as 
his ſon. When the other ſoa heard this, he ſaid to 
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3 father, you are out of your right mind, for my 
rother which begat this child married the common 
woman againſt your will, therefore I think that you 
are out of your right mind to nouriſh him. 
f Then his fither {aid becauſe thy brother is recon- 
TY Flea to me, thou art envious, and unkind ; but in- 
deed no unkind man ſhall have mine heritage, for 
hou mighteſt have reconciled thyſelf to him, but thou 
-$ ouldeſt not: therefore of mine heritage thou ſhalt 
Have no part. The MORAL. 

Dear friends, the father betokeneth the Father of 
caven his two ſons betoken the nature of angels, and 
, men: Man was married with a common harlot, when 
| be eat the forbidden fruit. The fon betokeneth man- 
1 kiad. This knight's ſon, after his ſin, was put from 

Joy into this valley of tears. But by the paſſion of 
14 Thriſt he was reconciled. But the other ſon that be- 

8 ge the devil grudgeth againſt our reconciling, 
wo tay! ing, that for fin, we ought not to come unto hea-— 
ven. Unto which bring us onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 
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* Ml The ARGUMENT. 
W e ought always to behave juſtly, and to uſe the poor with 


1 „ equity: nor injure rich men, nor defraud them of their 
yy 1 ' eſtate. They that do the contrary, are worthy of ever- 
„ lafling death. 
Si» The Thirty-eight Hiſtory. 
"4 Here dwelt in Rome an emperor, named Dona- 
I. tus, which made three images, of which one 
ed held out his hand ſtraight, and had on his finger a ring 


wy © of gold. The ſecond had a beard of gold : And the 
f | third a mantle of gold. Commanding upon pain of 


death, that none ſhould take away the ring, beard nor 
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+ Afrerwards one Dionyſe a tyrant, came and took 


E away the ring, beard and mantle. And being accuſed, 
1 and examined of the treſpats, he an{wered, The firſt 
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God, the three images betokeneth the poor men, the 


76 | 
image held forth his hand, as if he would ſay, I give 
thee this ring: and therefore I took the ring, as a gift. 
And when I ſaw the fecond image, with a beard, I 1 
thought I knew the father of the image had no beard, 3 
and now his ſon had a beard, and therefore I took it 4 

4 
3 


from him, that he ſhould be like his father. As for © 
the mantle of gold, I thought it not behovetul for him 
in winter; for gold is naturally cold, which might 
cauſe his death, and therefore I took it from him. Bu- 
the emperor ſaid, What ſhould cauſe-thee rather than 
any other man, to deipoil the images, ſince I forbid it? 
therefore thine own mouth condemas thee. Then the 
emperor commanded one of his {quires to ſmite off 
his head: and ſo he died a ſhameful death. Þ 
\ The MOR A L. 42 
Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth Al mighty 

5 


rich men, and mighty men: the tyrant Dionyſe beto- 
keneth all officers, which take money from poor men, 
and ſay, It is given me: they take away the beard from 
the rich man, and ſay, This man is richer than his fa- 
ther therefore make him like his forefather : they take 
alſo the mantle of gold from the mighty, and ſay, This 
man is too hot in power againſt us, therefore take his 
mantle of might, and ſo they put him out of his office. 
From the which ſave us, he that ſhed his precious 
blood for us. Amen. | v 
©09G 5200 00% 2090 2LOC 1002 2000 E889 0000 2808 ' 090 2000 0200 2000 00900000 2005 0509 9009 2009 2008 2000 0008 
The ARGUMENT. 4 
Man ought to nouriſh Chriſt, by faith and good works, and 
their reward. We mujl watch, left we fall into temp- 
tation: and we ſhall then attain -unts the reward of | 
heaven!y bliſs. 
The Thirty-rinth Hiſtory. 1 
Here dwelt in Rome an emperor named Emilius, 
who had a »peful fon: then the ſtates came 
and ſought to have the keeping of his ſon. Immedi- 


(77 
7 ately the emperor proclaimed, that in whoſe houſe 
were firſt found fire and water, the good man ſhould 
, I have his ſon in keeping and ſhould nouriſh him clean- 
d, ly, and feed him wholeſomely. And when the child 
it came to age, he ſhould be promoted; wherefore ma- 
or ny men made ready fire and water, in hope to have 
im the child. But in the night a tyrant named Sulapius, 
; quenched the fire, and threw out the water. Never- 
u theleſs a man named Jonathas laboured and kept both 
fire and water. . | 
One morning the herald ſought every houſe for fire 
and water, but found none till he came to Jonathas 
- F houle ; Wherefore the emperor delivered his ſon to Jo- 
+I nathas, who led him home, and made a ſtrong cham- 
ber, and painted on the wall ten images, with this 
# poſic, whoſo defilcth theſe images ſhall die. And then 
23 cauſed a gallows to be drawn and a man hanging, with 
this poſie, So ſhall he be ſerved that nouriſheth the 
I emperor's ſon amiſs. And he made a chair of gold, 
and himſelf therein, crowned, with this ſuperſcription, 
3 whoſo nouriſheth the emperor's ſon cleanly, thus ſhall 
ke he Be rewarded. Now oftentimes, he was tempted 
his to defile the images, but when he read the ſuperſcrip- 
his tion the temptation ceaſed, And when he went to 
the gallows, and read that poſie, and for dread }. 
kept the child better, and diligently attended on him, 
And when he beheld the chair, he was right joyful, - 
thinking to have good reward. When the emp . 
heard of this, he ſent for him, and thanking him, 
md By promoted him to honour and dignity, | 
2 | | The MOR AL. 
oe This emperor betokeneth God, the Son betoken- 
eth Chriſt. The herald betokeneth St. John Baptiſt 
| F who was ſent to prepare the way to him. The ſtates 
us, betokens the Patriarchs and Prophets, which defire 
mc greatly to nouriſh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The fire 
di- betokeneth the Holy Ghoſt, and the water contritign. 
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5 Rome lived the emperor Menolay, who wedded 
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Jonathas betokeneth every chriſtian man which yields 
to God the fire of repentance, and the water of con- 
trition. Therefore let us watch as Jonathas did, 
and let us call maſons; that is, preachers which can 
make a chamber of ſtone; that is, faith, and hope, 
then let us paint ten images, that is, the ten command- 
ments; and it you keep well the emperor's fon, thou 
ſhait ſit in a chair of gold, crowned with a crown of 


T he ſeul of man eſpouſed unto Chriſt, the fl: procureth it N 
to fin, The redemption of mankind. The deceits of 
unthankful hearts, Cc. 

The Fortieth Hiſtory. 


the king's daughter Hungaria, a fair lady and mer- 
ciful. On a time the emperor bethought him to viſit 
the holy land. And on the morrow he ſaid to the 
empreſs, and to his brother, Dear lady, I purpoſe to 
viſit the holy land; wHerefore I ordained thee gover- | 
nefs over all my people, and my brother to be Thy 
ſteward 
Then ſaid the empreſs, I much fear ye ſhall not e- 
ſcape thence with your life. The emperor comforted 
her, and kiſſed her, and after that went toward Jeru- 
ſalem. Then the emperor's brother became ſo proud 
that he oppreſſed poor and rich; and daily ſtirred the 
empreſs to commit ſin with him. But ſhe never con- 
ſented. Nevertheleſs he oftentimes tempted her. So 
that at the laſt ſhe called to her three or four of the 
worthieft nobles, and ſaid, My lord's brother oppreſ- 
ſeth poor and rich men, wherefore I command you | 
in my lord's name, that ye caſt him into priſon, and I 
dread ye not, for if my lord knew what he had done, 
he would put him to death. Immediately he was put 
in priſon, where he Jay long; till at laſt the emperor 
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> Tame home. Then his brother ſaid, if my brother 


- Anquire the cauſe of mine impriſonment of the empreſs, 
and ſhe tell him all the truth, I ſhall have no favour 
pf my brother, but loſe my life; then ſent he a meſ- 
enger unto the empreſs, praying her to come to the 
priſon door, that he might ſpeak with her. The em- 
preſs came; and he ſaid, O lady, have mercy upon 
Te, for if my brother find me in priſon, I ſhall die 
avithout any remedy : then ſaid the empreſs, If thou 
Avouldeſt be a good man, thou ſhouldeſt find mercy : 
Shen did he promiſe her to amend. And the empreſs, 
delivered him and apparelled him according to his 
ate; and then ſaid, Now take thy ſteed and come 
with me to meet my Lord. And then the empreſs and 
e, with many other knights, rode forth to meet the 
&mperor. And as they rode they ſaw a_deer run be- 
fore them, wherefore they ran after it, and left none 
it with the empreſs, but the brother; who ſeeing that 
e Mo man was there, ſaid, Lo, Lady, here is a private 
o foreſt, and long ago I ſpake to thee of love; come 
conſent that I ly with thee. 
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Then ſaid the empreſs, Art thou returned to thy 


me, I ſhall hang thee here upon a tree, and thou ſhalr 
d die an evil death. The empreſs ſaid, tho“ thou ſmiteſt 
: off my head, thou ſhalt never have my conſent to ſuch 
a fin. Then he unclothed her all ſave her ſmock, and 
Banged her up by the hair upon a tree, and tied her 
ſteed before her, and ſo rode and told his fellows, that 
a great hoſt of men met him and took the empreſs a- 
way from him. | 
On the third day after, there came an earl to hunt, 
and his hounds came near the tree where the empreſs 
Wanged. The earl wondered to ſee her thus hangiog, 
ad ſaid, O woman, who art thou; and wherefore 
hHangeſt thou here? the empreſs, almoſt ready to die, 
r Fuſwered, I am a ſtranger, and of a far country; but 


— 


Wolly again? then ſaid he, If thou wilt not conſent to 


80 


how came I hither God knoweth : then anſwered the wo 


earl, Whole horle is this? ſhe ſaid, it was hers: then 


he {aid, O fair lady, I will deliver thee, if thou wilt go { 


and nouriſh my only daughter at home in my caſtle ; 
and if thou keep her well thou ſhalt have a good re- 


ward. Then the promiſcd, and he took her down, | 
and led her home, and gave her the keeping of his | 
daughter, which lay at night in the earl's chamber, and 


in the chamber there burned a lamp, between the 
empreſs” and the earl's bed. Now the earPs ſteward 
loved this empreſs, and often ſpake to her. Butſhe ſaid, 
I will never love any man but him whom I am bound 
to love by God's commandment. And the ſteward 
went his way in wrath, vowing to be revenged on her. 

Withia a ſhort time after the earl's chamber door 
was left unſhut, which the ſteward perceiving, he 
Went in, and cut the throat of the earPs daughter, 
and put the bloody knife into the empreſs hands, ſhe 


being aſleep. When the counteſs awaked, and ſaw by 


the light of the lamp the bloody knife in the empreſs 


hand, ſhe ſaid to the earl, O my lord, behold in yon- 


der lady's hand a wonderful thing : then the earl 
looked towards the empreſs' bed, and ſaw the bloody 


knife; and cried, Awake, woman, what is this in thy 


hand ? then the empreſs awaked, and the knife fell 
out of her hand, and ſhe found the earls daughter 
dead, and all the bed wet with blood Then ſaid the 
counteſs, O my lord, let this deviliſh woman be put 
to the fouleſt death that can be thought upon. 

Then the earl ſaid to the emprels, God knoweth 
that thou haſt Cain my daughter, for I ſaw the knife 
in thy hand, and therefore thou ſhalt die a foul death. 


Mere it not that I dread God, I would clcave thee in 
two parts; for I delivered thee from hanging, and 
now thou haſt lain my daughter, but of me thou ſhalt | 


have no harm, therefore go thy way, for if I find thee 
here again, thou ſhalt die a cruel death. Ihen the 
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woeful empreſs put on her clothes, and rode alone, 


and as ſhe rode, the met a man going to be hanged ; 


wherefore ſhe prayed them uat ſhe might redeem that 
miſdoer. So the empreſs paid his ranſom, and he 
was delivered. And ſhe ſwore him to be true to her. 
Then they came nigh a city, and the empreſs ſaid, go 
before me, and take up for us a lodging. When the 
men of the city perceived her beauty, they craved of 
her unlawful love; but all was in vain. 

It fortuned after, that there arrived a ſhip full of 
merchandiſe at that city, When the lady heard this, 
ſhe bade her fervant go and ſee if there were any cloth 
there for her uſe. Her ſervant prayed the maſter to 
come and ſpeak with his lady: the maſter of the ſhip 
ſaluted the lady courteouſly; and the received him 


accor :ing to his degree, and bargained with him for' 


ſome cloth, and when the ſervant went for the cloth, 
the maſter ſaid to the lady's ſervant, I love your lady 
more than I can tell, and I would give for love of her, 
all that I have; ſo go home to thy lady, and tell that 
I will not deliver the cloth, except ſhe come Herſelf 
and do thou bring her to my ſhip. 

So he went again to the lady, and told her, that 


the maſter would not deliver him the cloth, except 


ſhe came hericlf. So the lady went to the ſhip, and 
when the maſter faw the wind was good, he failed 
forth. When the lady perceived this, ſhe ſaid, what 
haſt thou done to me? the maſter ſaid, madam, I 
muſt needs lie with thee, and afterwards eſpouſe thee. 
O fir, quoth ſhe, T will never do ſuch a thing but with 
him to whom I am bound by the law. But, quoth he, 
it you will not grant it me, I will caſt you into the 
ſea. It it be fo, quoth ſhe, I pray thee to prepare a 
private place, where I may ſay my praycrs unto the 


Father of heavea to have mercy on me. 


The maſter gave her his cabin wherein ſhe kneeled 


down and ſaid her prayers. When ſhe ended there 


82 
aroſe a a great tempeſt in the ſea, ſo that the ſhip burſt 
to pieces, and all periſhed, fave the lady; and ſhe 
caught a cable and ſaved herſelf, and the maſter caught 
a board of the (hip and faved himſelf: nevertheleſs 
they were drove on a diverſe coaſt. The lady landed 
in her owo empire near a city, where ſhe lived ſo holy 
a life, that it pleaſed God to give her power to heal 
diſeaſes ; wherefore her fame was ſpread thro' many 
regions. | 

At that time the emperor's brother (that hanged her 
by the hair) was ſmitten with a leproſy. The ſteward 
that flew the earls daughter, was blind, deaf, and 
had the pally : the thief that betrayed her was lame. 
And the maſter of the ſhip was diſtracted. | 

When the emperor heard of that holy woman, he 
faid to his brother, Let us go to this holy woma that 
ſhe may heal thee. When the citizens heard of his 
coming, they received him honourably : then the em- 
peror enquired of any ſuch a woman was among them 
that could heal ſick folks. Now at the ſame time was 
come the knight that flew the earl's daughter, and the 
thief, and the maſter of the ſhip, all to be healed: then 
the empreſs muffled her face, that the emperor ſhould 
not know her. None of all theſe knew her; but ſhe 
knew them well : then ſaid ſhe, My lord, I cannot 
heal your brother nor none of theſe, except they ac- 
knowledge what great evil they have done : then the 
emperor ſaid, Brother, acknowledge open'- thy fins, 


that thou mayeſt be healed of thy ſickgeſs: then he 3 
began to tell how he led his life; but he told not that 


he hanged the empreſs—. But, replied ſhe, it is in 
vain, he hath not made a full confeſſion: the emperor 
hearing this, ſaid, Acknowledgę thy ſin truly, or elſe 
avoid my company for ever. Ah! my lord, quoth he, 


I may not tell my fin openly, except I be ſure of my 


. C 
pardon; then the emperor commanded him to tell 


wherein he had offended, and he ſhould be forgiven, 


$3 

Then he told how he had deſired of the empreſs to 
commit adultery with her; and becauſe ſhe denied him, 
he hanged her up by the hair in the foreſt. 

Then the emperor, in a rage ſiid, O thou wretch ! 
were it not that I have pardoned thee, thou ſhouldeſt 
die a moſt ſhamcful death. Then ſaid the knight that 
ſlew the earl's daughter, My lord found on a time a 
Lady hanging in the foreſt, and brought her home 
and gave her his daughtcr to keep, and when ſhe 
would not conſent to lye with me, 1 flew the <arl's 
daughter that (cept with hen; and por the bloody 
knife in her hand. Then ſaid the thief, Seven officers 
were leading me to the gallows, and ſuch a lady bonght 
me off, and afterward 1 betrayed her to the maſter of 
a ſhip. Such a lady, quoth the maſter of the ſhip, 
received 1, and would have lien with her, but there 
aroſe ſuch a tempeſt, that the ſhip burſt all in pieces, 
and all th in were drowned fave ihe and I.—'Fhon 
ſaid the « * eſs, Ye do now truly confeſs the truth, 
wherefore I will now apply my medicine, and they all 
received their healths. Then ſhe uncovered her face 
to the emperor, and he knew her, and embraced her, 
and kifled her; ſaying, Blefſed be God, now I hare 
found that J deſired. And he led her home with great 
joy; and after that, when it pleaſed God, they ended 
both their lives in peace. 

The MORAL. 
This emperor betokeneth Chriſt ; The empreſs be- 


tokeneth a holy ſoul; This brother betokens the fleſh, 
who provoketh the foul to fin : but the ſoul that Fae: | 
eth God, withſtandeth that temptation, and impriſon— 


eth the fleſh in the priſon of repentance, and at laſt 
the ſoul letteth him out of the prifon of repentance, 
and arrayeth him with virtues, and fo rideth forth to 


meet our Lord with thankſgiving. The deer, that is, 


the luſt of the fleſh, ariſeth, and the hounds runneth 
after her, that is evil thoughts, ſo that the body and 


84 | 
the ſoul is left alone, and then the fleſh diſpoileth her i 
of her clothing; that is, of her virtues, and hangeth 
her up by the hair, that is on delights; till the good 
earl cometh; that is a diſcreet preacher; then he lead- 
eth her to the church, to nouriſh his daughter, who 
is conſcience. The earl had in his chamber a lamp; 
ſo every preacher ſhould have before him the lamp of | 
holy Scripture. The ſteward is pride of liſe, which is & 
is ſteward of this life, who taketh the knife of courte- © 
ſie, wherewith he ſlayeth the carl's daughter; that is, 
conſcience. This lady alſo redeemed a man from death, 
that is, from everlaſting death: therefore let us in all 
haſte ſave our neighbour from the fink of deadly fin. 
But many now a days are very unkind, as was the 
thief which deccived the lady, after that ſhe had ſav- & 
ed him. | 
The maſter of the ſhip betokens the world: But 


when a man obeys the commandments of God, and 
forſaketh the world, then breaketh the ſhip. When © 
this lady had eſcaped the fea, ſhe went to a city; that © 
is, the Soul went to a holy life, and there ſhe healed 8 . 
all manner of ſick folk; that is, cvery man that is 1 


j troubled in his ſou]. But they could not be healed 1 

| till they had confeſſed their fins : yet all this while was © 
the empreſs unknown to her huſband ; that is, the 

church, till God led her home tothe heavenly habitation 7 a 


ot eterval glory. Unto which God bring us all. Amen. 4 
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Every magiſirate and ruler icio be honoured. Every man 
eught to conſider his duty herein. And every falſe Chri- 
lian goes to hell, but the j t ſball inberit the liſe ever- 
laſtin tl 

q Ry The Forty-firſt Hiſtory. 4 
| N Rome dwelt an emperor named Martin, which? 

kept his brother's ſon, called Fulgentius; but a 

| | | knight that was ſteward and uacle to the emperor, en- 


1 . 25 ga kd 
vied Fulgentius, ſtudying daily how he might bring him 
to trouble. Wherefore the ſteward ſaid to the em- 

peror, My dear lord, Fulgentius hath defamed you 
ſaying, that your breath ſtinks, and that it is death to 
him to ſerve you your cup. Then the emperor wa: 
diſpleaſed, and ſaid, Tell me if my breath ſtinketh? 
My lord, quoth the Steward, I never perceived a ſwect- 
er breath. But, ſays he, ye ſhall underſtand the truth, 
for to-morrow when he ſerveth you of your cup, he 
will turn away his face from you: and this is molt 
certain proof, Therefore, when the Steward heard 
this, he ſaid ro Fulgentius, Dear friend, I will tell you 

a fault whercof the emperor complaineth oft, and 

thinketh to pur thee from him : then ſaid Fulgentius, 

Go cd fir, tell me why my lord is fore moved with me, 
© and I am ready to amend my fault: thy breath, quoth 

the ſteward, ſtinketh fo fore that his drink doth him 

no good: then ſaid Fulgentius, truly, that I never per- 
ceived: but what think you of my breath? Truly, 

24 quoth the ſteward, it ſtinketh very foul. But I warn 

&# thee, when thou ſerveſt my lord of his cup, that thou 

turn thy face away from him, fo that he may not ſmell 

thy breath: then Fulgeutius promiſed to do by his 
counſel. Not long after, Fulgentius ſerved his Lord 
as he was wont and turned his face from the emperor, 

as the ſteward deſired him. Which when the emper— 

or perceived, he ſmote Fulgentius on the breaſt with 

his foot, and ſaid, O thou varlet, now ] fee it is true 

that I have heard, and therefore go out of my ſight. 

„And Fulgentius weeped ſore, and went out of his ſight. 

. And the emperor called his ſteward, and ſaid, How 

„may 1 rid the world of this varlet? My lord, quoth 

the ſteward, within three miles ye have brick makers, 

which daily make great fires, and alſo they burn lime; 

therefore ſend to them this night, and charge them, 
that whoſoever cometh to them firſt in the morning, | 

1. faying to them, My lord 1 them co Fullfil | 
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86 
his will: that they caſt him into the furnace and burn 
him: and command you Fulgentius to go carly in the & 
morning, and aſk them whether they have fulfilled 
your will? And they ſhall caſt him into the fire. 
Quoth the emperor, Call to me the varlet Fulgentius, 
And he ſaid to him, I charge thee riſe early in the 
morning, and go to the burners of lime and brick, and 


charge them that they falfil my commandment, or elle | 


they ſhall die. Now the emperor had ſent meſſen- 
gets to his brick makers, commanding them upon pain 
of death, that whoſoever ſhould come to them firſt in 
the morning, ſaying, as is before rehearſed, they muſt 
caſt him into the fice, and burn him. Early in the 
morning Fulgentius aroſe, and prepared bhimſelf to- 
wards his way; and as he went he heard divine ſer- 


vice: and at the end fell aſleep, fo ſoundly, that none 
could awaken him. The ſteward deſiring to hear of 


his death, about two o'clock went unto the workmen, 
and ſaid, have ye done the empcror's command? The 
Brickmakers anſwered, No, but it ſhall be done, and 
with that they laid hands on him: then cricd the 
ſteward, Save wy life, for the emperor commanded 
that Fulgentius ſhould be put to death: then ſaid they, 
tue meſſenger told us, that whoſoever came firſt to us 
in the morning, ſaying as you have ſaid, that we ſhould 
caſt him into the fire, and burn him into aſhes: aud 
then they threw him into the fire. And when he was 
Larnt, Fulgentius came and faid, Have you done the 
mperor's commands? Yea, ſaid they. We had in 
command, upon pain of death, that whoſoever. came 
lin ſt iu the morning, and ſaid as thou haſt faid, that 
we ſhould caſt him into the furnace ; but before thee 
came the ſteward, and now he is burnt to the bones. 

When Fulgentius heard this, he thanked God for 
preſcrving him; and went to the Palace, When the 
Linperor ſaw him, he ſaid, haſt thou been with the 
vrickmakers ? Soothly my lord, I have been there: but 


8 
gere TI came your r was fulfilled, for the 
ſteward. came before me, and they threw bim into 
the furnace: Then ſaid the Emperor, that death I 
| ordamed for thee thro? counſel of the ſteward, becauſe 
thou didſt defame me, ſaying, that my breath did ſtink 
grievouſly, and thou turnedſt away thy face when thou 


eſervedſt me of my cup; and for this cauſe I ordained 
_ 7 thee to die that cruel death. 5 


Then anſwered Fulgentius, Pleaſe to hear me: the 
ſteward that is now dead, came to me, and ſaid, that 
ye told unto him that my breath did ſtink, and there- 
4 vpon counſelled me to turn away my face. When the 

emperor heard this, he ſaid, now I ſee the judgment 
of God, the ſteward is burnt, and his own wickedneſs 


is fallen on himſelf; and therefore thou art much 
bound to Almighty God, that hath preſerved thee from 


death. The NOR AI. 

Dear friends, this emperor betokeneth every magiſ- 
trate; and Fulgentius betokeneth every Chriſtian ; 
& which ſhould ſerve them with loyalty, as Fulgentius 
Z ſerved the emperor at his cup: this ſteward betokeneth 


Z every falſe Chriſtian, which turneth the heart of wiſe 
men from God, ſaying, that his breath ſtinketh 3 that 
is, that his life is not acceptable to God. But ſuch 
malicious People ſhall be caſt into the everlaſting fire 


of heil, from which deliver us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
BY Amen, 
= The ARGU NI ENT. | 
> Ungomlly perſins awalk without knowledge of the truth. The 
= wicked perſecute the godly ; but they ore preſerved by 
God, % ought not-to ſleep in fin. A figurative ſpeech of 
three meanings, viz, Take, Yield, and lee, T he fig- 
m 105 ation thereof. 
The Forty-ſccond Hiſtory. 
Here dwelt in Rome, an emperor, named Dal- 
phinus, which had an only daughter. As this 
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emperor was hunting in the foreſt, he loſt his way, till 
at laſt when he had ridden all the day alone, in the 
evening he ſaw a houſe, and knocked at the gate; im- 
mediately the good man aſked what he would have? 
Quoth the emperor, I deſire of you lodging for the 
love of God. The good-man anſwered, I am the em- 
peror's foreſter, and have plenty of veniſon, and vic- 
tuals for you; but he knew not that he was the emper- 
or. 'Then the foreſter received him kindly, and when 
he had ſapped he brought. him to his chamber, and 
he weat to bed. In the ſame night the foreſter's wife 
was delivered of a ton. Aud as the my was [leep- 
ing, he heard à voice, ſaying thrice, Take, Take, 
Take. Aud then he awoke, and marvelled greatly. 
And the ſccond time he Ecard a voice faving, Yield, 
Yield, Yield. And he awakened again, aud wonder- 
ed, ſaying unto himfclf, what may this ſignify? What 
ſhould I yield? And he fell aflecp again, and heard 
the third voice, ſaylng, Flee, Flee, Fleez for this 
Bight is a child born that after thy deceaſe ſhall be em- 
peror. In the morrow the cmperor {aid to the forcſter, 
tell me if any child be born here this night? My wife 
quoth the toreſter, this njoirt is delivered of a fon. I 
pray thee, ſaid the. emperor, ow me thy fon; and 
he ſaw a mark in the chilu's vifage, whereby he might 
know him at another time; and he faid to the foreſter, 
I am the}emperor your lord, whom ye have lodged 
and. I give the hearty thanks. The foreſter fell down 
on his knees, and beſuught him of mercy, if he had 
offended. him in any thiog. Ihen aniwered the em- 
peror, Be not afraid : I muſt have thy new born fon to 
bring up in my court. Ihen the emperor rode home 
to his palace: /and called unto him ſuch ſervants as he 
truſted beſt, and ſaid, Go ye unto my foreſter, and rc 
ceive from him his 4% of which his wife was a 
ed laſt night; and on paid of death I command you to 
{lay him by the way, and caſt his fleſh to the dogs. 


8 
but bring you the Be to Go then the ſervants went 
and received the child ; and when they came near the 
palace, one of them that was moſt merciful, ſaid, If we 
murder this innocent child, we ſhall offend God; here 
are young pigs, kill we one of them, and take his heart 
and ſay to the emperor, there is the heart of the young 
child ; and let us lay him in ſome hollow tree, perad- 
venture God will ſave his life. So they killed a pig, 
and carried the heart to the emperor ; ſaying, Lo, we 
have deſtroyed the child, 25 ye commanded us; and 
they ſhewed him the pig's heart: The emperor caſt it * 
into the fire, ſaying, There is the heart of him which 
ſhould have been emperor after me. 

The fame day after the child was put intothe hollow 
tree, an earl hunted in the foreſt, and his hounds came 
to the tree, and wher the- {melt the child they would 
go no farther: the earl ſeeing this, looked in, and faw 
the child lying, and took it up in his arms, and bear it 
home to his caſtle; ſaying unto his wife, I have found 
a fair child in an hollow tree, as I hunted in the foreſt; 
and becauſe thou hait no child, therefore feign thyſelk 
with child and ſay it is thine. So news went thro the 
country that the counteſs was delivered of a ſon. 

When the child was fifteen years old, the emperor 
made a ſolemn feaſt, unto which this earl was called 
who brought his ſon with him, and he carved at the 
board before the earl. The emperor elpied the token 
in his forehead, wherewith he was greatly moved, 
and ſaid unto the carl, Whoſe ſon is this? ſaid the 
earl, He is my ſon. But, ſaid the emperor, by the 
faith thou oweſt to me, tell me truth. The earl told 
him he found him in a hollow tree; the emperor was 
diſtracted for anger, and called his ſervants, whom he 
had employed to deſtroy the child, and examined 
them. Gracious lord, ſaid they, pity io moved us, 
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you. Then the emperor ſaid unto the earl, this young 
man mult abide with me. And at that time the em- 
preſs and her daughter ſojourned in another country 

and the emperor aid unto this young ſquire, It bcho- 
veth thee to ride unto the empreſs with my letters : the 
iatent whereof was, that ſhe thould take the bearer, and 
draw him at a horſe tail, till he were dead. When 
the letters were all ſcaled, the emperor commanded 
him to ſpeed on his journey; then the ſquire put them 
in a box, and roge forth. When he had rode three 
days, he came into a caltle, where'Syelt a knight, and 
he deſired lodging: the king made him good cheer, 
and brought him into his chamber, and he immediately 
fell aſleep being weary, and forgot his box lying open. 
When the knight ſaw the box, he opened the letters, 
and read how the empreſs ſhould put the bearer of 
them to death; and he was ſorrowful, and faid, Alas, 


it is a pity to {lay ſo good a man! and he razed out 


the writing, and wrote theſe words, “I command 
thee, that thou take this ſquire, and marry him unto 
my daughter; and uſe him as if he were your own 
ion.” Then the knight put the letters into the box 
again. Early in the morning the young ſquire rode 
forth on his journey; and the third day he came to 
the emprels, and gave her the letters. When the em- 
preſs had read them, ſhe {cnt forth her meſſengers, com- 
manding the nobles to come to her daughter's wedding. 

When the day was come, the young ſquire eſpouſed 
the emperor's daughter with great honour, Not long 
after, the emperor came unto the country, and when 
the empreſs heard of his coming, ſhe took her ſon- in- 
law, and went to mect him. When the emperor ſaw 
this young ſquire, he ſaid, O thou curſed woman | 
becauſe thou haft not fulfilled my commandment, thou 
ſhalt die an evil death : for I wrote to thee to put him 
to death, and yet he is alive. My lord, quoth the 
empreſs, you wrote to me that J ſhould give bim our 
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daughter to wife; and here are your own letters. 
When the emperor ſaw this, he ſaid, O Lord Jeſus, 
it is folly to ſtrive againſt thine ordinance : thy will be 
done. And with that he took his ſon-in-law in his 
arms, and kiſſed him; who after his death was em- 
peror, and ended his life in reſt and peace. 
| The MOR AL. 

'This emperor may betoken Herod who would have 
flain the child Jeſus, therefore he ſent meſicngers to 
ſcek him, that he might come and worſhip him. The 
foreſter betokeneth Joſe ph, who kept him : but when 
the three kings came, they worſhipped him, and left 
him in the hollow tree of the Godhead, The earl that 
found him betokencth the Holy Ghoſt, which warned 
Joſeph to flee into Egypt. 

By the firſt Tale, may b2 underſtood, the great be- 
nefit that he gave thee, when he gave thee a ſoul made 
to his own ſimilitude; by the ſecond Table, is under- 
ſtood the Son of God; by the third Take, is under- 
ſtood his death upon the croſs. zy the firſt Neld, is 
underſtood, that we ought to yield our fouls unto God; 
by the ſecond Hield, that we ought to yield honour to 
God and man; by the third Tield, that we ought to 
yield to God, true faith, contrition and amendment. 
The firſt Flee, betokeneth fin, which we ſhould flee : 
the ſecond Flee, betokeneth the world, which we 
ſhould flee; the third le, betokeneth everlaſting 
pain, which we ought to flee, to everlaſting bliſs. 
Unto «hich bring us, Lord Jeſus. Amen. 


The ARGUMENT. 
The ſoul of man, raviſhed by fin, complaincth unto Chriſt. The tyrant is overe 
come by Chriſt, who eſpouſeth ber unta him. Chriſt rectiveth patient fin» 
ners to bis mercy. 


The Forty-third Hiſtory. 
N Rome dwelt an emperor named Sontaſinus, who 
1 ordained, that whoſoever raviſhed a virgin ſhould 
ic: and if ſhe were reſcued, he that reſcued her 
ſhould have her to wife; and it hg would not marry 


92 
her, ſhe ſhould be eſpouſed by his appointment. It 
befel, that a tyrant named Pontcanus, led a virgin in- 


to a foreſt, and deflowered her, and he would have 


ſlain her; and as he was deſpoiling her of her clothes, 
there came a knight, which heard the damſel, and 
rode to fee what it might be : but when he came, he 
_ ſaw a woman naked, ſave her ſmock; to whom the 
knight ſpake, Art thou ſhe that cried fo lamentably ? 
Then anſwered ſhe, This man hath raviſhed me, and 
now he would ſlay me; for the love of God help me. 
Then ſaid the tyrant, She is my wife, and I have found 
her in adultery; therefore I will ſlay her: then ſaid 
the knight, I believe her rather than thee: therefore 
will I fight with thee for her deliverance. And im- 
mediately they fovghr, till they were both wounded. 
Nevertheleſs, the knight put the tyrant to flight. 
Then ſaid the knight to the woman, Now have I ſav- 
ed thee from death, wilt thou be my wife ? quoth ſhe, 
With all my heart: then ſaid the knight, Here beſide 
is my caſtle ; abide there till I have provided all things 
for our wedding. Then went ſhe unto his caſtle ; 
and the knight went unto his friends to bid them to the 
marriage. In the interim, came Pontcanus, the tyrant, 
to the caſtle, and prayed to ſpeak with her ; and this 
tyrant ſubtilly flattered her, and ſaid, If it pleaſe you 
to conſent to me, I ſhall give you great riches; and I 
ſhall be your ſervant. And the woman was deceived 
thro” his flattering, and took him to her in the. caſtle. 
Not long after, the knight came, and found the gate 
ſhut, and knocked, but long it was ere he had an an- 
ſwer. At the laſt the woman came, and demanded 
why he knocked? then ſaid he, Why haſt thou 
changed thy love, Let me come in ? Nay, ſaid ſhe, 
thou ſhalt not come here; for I have hexe my love 
which I loved before. Remember, ſays he, thou gay- 
eſt me thy truth to be my wife; and beheld my 
wounds which I have ſuffered tor thy love, And ſo 
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he unclothed himſelf, and ſhowed her his wounds ; 
but ſhe ſhut faſt the gate, and went her way. Then 
when the knight ſaw this, he went to the judge, and 
made his complaint to him, praying him to give right 
and wile judgment to the tyrant und this debauched 
woman. Then the judge gave orders that they ſhould 
both appear before kim, at a certain time which he ap- 
potated, and when they made their appcarance the 
knight ſpoke as follows: My lord, I aſk the beucfit of 
the law: which is this, If a man reſcue a woman 
from raviſhing, the refcuer can marry her, if he 
« pleateth.” And this woman I delivered from the 
hands of that bloody tyrant, who was juſt going to de- 
ſtroy her; and therefore I ought to have her to my 
wife: and further, ſhe gave me her faith aud truth to 
marry with me; and thereupon the went to my caſtle, 
and I have been at an excecding great coſt concerning 
our wedding, end therefore as far as my jutgment can 
Carry me, ſhe is my wife by the law. | 

Then ſaid the impartial. judge to this wicked tyrant, 
thou knoweſt well that this knight delivered her from 
thy hand; and for her love, bath ſuffered grievous 
wounds, and therefore well thou knoweſt that ſhe is 
his wife by our law, if he pleaſeth. But after her de- 
Iiverance, with a flattering tongue, thou haſt deceived 
her; what can you ſay in your defence? therefore I 
adjudge thee to be hanged. 

Then faid the judge to the woman in like manner, 
O thou vileſt of women ! thou knoweſt how this man 
ſaved thee from death; and thereupon thou betroth= 
edit him thy faith and thy truth to be his wife; there- 
fore by two reaſons thou art his wife; Firſt by the 
law, and after by faith and truth. This notwithſtand- 
ing, thou conſented afterwards to the tyrant, and 
broughteſt him into the knight's caſtle, and didſt ſhut 
the gate againſt the knight, and wouldſt not fee his 


wounds, who ſuffered to much for thy love; aud 
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9 
and therefore I judge thee to he hanged alſo. 


And ſo 


it was done; both the raviſher, and ſhe that was ra- 


viſned, were condemned to death. Wherefore every 
man praiſed the judge for his wiſe judgment. 
| The MOR AL. 

This emperor betokeneth the Father of heaven, 
which ordained a law, that if the foul of man were 
raviſhed from God by fin, the ſaver of the foul ſhould 
eſpoufe him, if it pleaſed. The woman that was ravi- 
ſhed, betokens the ſoul of man, which was raviſhed by 
the fin of our fore-father, Adam: and let ont of para- 
diſe into the foreſt of this wretched world by the ty- 
rant Pontcanus, which betokeneth the Devil: and he 
not only defiled her by loſing the heritage of heaven; 
but alſo he would ſlay her with everlaſting pain. But 
the ſoul crieth with an high voice, whoſe cry our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt heard. This cry was made when Adam- 


cried after the oil of mercy ; and patriarchs and pro- 
phets cried for remedy, in theſe words : O thon, the 
higheſt in heaven, viſit thou us, &c. The knight beto- 
keneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which came from hea- 
ven, and fought with the tyrant ; that is, the devil, and 
they were both fore wonnded ; for our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt was wounded in the fleſh, and the devil maimed 
in his kingdom; wherefore the woman, that is the ſoul 
gave her faith and truth unto Chriſt Jeſus, when ſhe 
became a Chriſtian, ſaying theſe words; I forſake the 
devil and his pride, and believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty. Then ordained our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a mar- 
riage between him and her, with the two ſpecial facra- 
ments of baptiſm and the Lord's ſapper, whereof may 
be made a ſtrong caſtle againſt the devil. Alſo our 
Lord commanded the ſon] to keep herſelf ſtill in the 
caſtle of virtue, till he went to provide that was need- 
ful ; that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſcended to heaven 
to prepare for her a dwelling place of everlaſting joy; 
where we ſhould dwcll after the day of judgment with 
our Lord God in honour and glory. 


(95) 

Bat alas! in the mean time come the devil, and be- 
guiled the wretched foul by deadly fin, and fo he en- 
tered into the caſtle of our heart, which ſhould be the 
caſtle of God. The knight our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
knocked at the gate of our heart, according to the 
ſcripture, thus, Lo, I ſtand at the door and knock, if 
any man will open, that I may enter. But where the 
devil is, God doth not enter, except the ſinner will re- 
ceive him by repentance, which ſeeing our bleſſed 
Lord hanging on the croſs, that we may ſce his bloody 
wounds which he ſuffered for us, we ſinuers ſhould be 
the rather mindful of his love: for from the crown of 
his bleſſed head unto the ſole of his feet, was left no 
whole place: therefore faith the prophct Ifatab, Be- 
hold, and ſce if any ſorrow be like to my ſorrow, there- 
fore he is a wreiched man that will not be converted 
unto his Lord God, but lic till in deadly fin, where- 
fore when he is called before the high Judge, he all 
be condemned to everlaſting death. Therefore ſtudy 
we to open the door of our hearts by fi uitful faith in 
Almighty God, aud without doubt we ſhall obtain e- 
verlaſting life. Unto which bring us Lord Jclus. Amen, 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The body and foul of man being made by God's grace the temple of the Hely 

Ghoſt, do give il enſclves to ſer us and lee God in this life, and id love 
Sed and his neighbuurs, according ts his laws ; andthe the body of deatl', 


Suffer mortal affliction for a time, yet by faith, bope and charity, in Jus 
Crit, voll they fall inherit life and joy everlaſting. 


'The Forty-fourth Hiſtory. 

Certain Roman Emperor crected for kimſclf a 

tomb; as the labourers were digging, they 
found a cofiin of gold bound with three hoops, with 
theſe words engraven, I have ſpent; I have given; I 
have kept; I have had; I now have; I have loſt; I 
am puniſhed. That which I bad, I ſpent ; that which 
I gave, I have.“ The emperor called his nobles, and 
laid, conſider, what this iuſcription mcancth, They ſaid, / 
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the meaning is this. There was a certain emperor, which deſired to 


| 


leave behind him a good example. I have ſpent my life in judging | 


righteouſly. I have given to the poor maintenance, and to every one 
according to their deſerts. I have kept righteouſneſs and mercy. 1 
have had a liberal heart to every one which ſerved me. I have given 
riches and favour at all times. I have had a hand to ſubdue ene- 
mies, protect friends and puniſh offenders, I have loſt the ſtiendſhip 
of enemies and laſciviouſmeſs of the flcſh. I am puniſhed now be- 
cauſe 1 believed not in one God eternal. I am pnaiſhed, becauſe 1 
cannot redeem myſelf, but by the merits of Chriſt. When the em- 
peror heard the meaning wiſc}y interpreted, he governed more pro- 
vidently, and cadcd his life with much honour. 


The M ORAL. 


Dear friends, this emperor is every good Chriſtian, which ouglit 
to erect a tomb, that is, his heart prepared unto God: and fo dig- 
gech in the ground of his heart, by repentance, that he finds a gol- 
den coffin ; that is, a body dead to fin, and bound about with three 
hoops, viz. faith, hope and charity. What was cngraven is, Firſt, 
FE have ſpent. What? The good Chriſtian anſwereth, My body and 
ſoul in the tcrvice of God. The ſecond infcription, I have kept, 
What ? The good Chriſtian an{wereth, A contrite and humble ſpi- 
rit. The third inſcription, I have given, What? The good Chriſtian 
anſwercth, Love unto and my neighbour. The fourth inicrip- 
tion is, I have had, What haſt thou had? The good. Chriſtian an- 
ſweretn, A wretched life, becauſe I was conceived in fin, and was 
formed of vile and baſe matter. Vifthly, What is the in{cription, 
I now have? The good Chriſtian anſwereth, My baptiſm, and there- 
by am tlic ſoldier of Chriſt, whereas before 1 was the ſlave of Satan. 
Sixthly, What is the infcription, I have loſt ? To this anſwereth th 
good Chriſtian, by my fins, yet all the fins which I have committed 
I have by repentance amended : for Chriſt's merits cleanfeth us eſpe- 
cially from all fin. Sevcnthly, What is the inſcription; I am puni 
ſhed ? "The good Chriſtian ſaith, becauſe J am afllicted for the fins of 
my life. Eighthly,3Whar is the inſcription, I have ſpent that whic 
I had? To this anſwereth the good Chriſtian, ſqying, I have beſtow 
ed my life in works of mercy, by the grace of Jeſus Cl. iſt. Ninthly 
What is this inſcription, That which I have I gave? Surcly in m 
life, I gave my coun{ 1, aſſent and will, to be the ſervant of God 
and now it 1s the pl e of God, that I ſhall remain with him, ii 
the joys of everlaſting life in heaven, Unto the which, Jeſus Chril! 
our Saviour bring us all. Amen. SO 
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